. . . Abbreviations: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC – The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights  D56 – Department 56  VN or VNCC – Village North Collectors Club – See more abbreviations on last page.
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years. Find
information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs
in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI: Northern Lights Collectors Club, Twin Cities, MN, Debbie Oehme, debo4x4@hotmail.com  Village North Collectors Club, Duluth MN/Superior, WI, Adelaide
Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  City Lights, Mankato, MN, Mary Zellmer, mzellmer@hickorytech.net
 D56 Builders and Treasurers, Janesville, Beloit WI/Rockford, IL, Charlene Swansboro.
. . . Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village. Thanks to the people who have offered
suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??
. . . Dates of note: September 6, Labor Day  October 11, Columbus Day  October 31, Halloween 
November 7, Daylight Savings Time ends  November 25, Thanksgiving  All, well most, offer vignette ideas/suggestions. Note: A special thanks to those that acknowledged Linda’s birthday.
. . . Scott Enter, Dept. 56 artist, will be the guest on the September Dept. 56 Facebook Live with
Ms. Lit Town, Melinda Seegers. The date will be Thursday, September 2, 4 p.m. CST.
. . . In the most recent version of the ‘Coach is Here’ in The Village Collector, Bill Channell talks
about a whole bunch of stuff  In ‘Show Your Village To The World’ Jim Peters’ column features
‘Choosing Video Editing Apps’  You
can also visit past issues of
‘Hauntsville’ and ‘Dickensville’ by
Larry Treadwell. Halloween and
Christmas are coming fast; I look
forward to seeing his 2021 creations
 ‘The Train Station’ by Brian Vaill
new offering is ‘Village Lighting - My
Take’  Remember you can find past
‘Just so you know!’ columns on the
site as well.  As of 5:29 pm, ET, Friday, August 20, 2021 TVC had been visited 203,463 times by
133,146 unique villagers from 181 countries.
. . . OK, Pluto’s car has ‘flat ‘tires.’ Thelma suggested it was the “darn spell auto-correct” that
changed it to ‘flat times.’ I’m quite sure it has a ‘typo’ and then a ‘proofreading error.’ Both are done
by yours truly. Note: ‘Pluto’ image in last JSYK, page 5.
. . . I now know what a ‘Town Tinker’ is/does. He was a tinsmith who traveled from place to place
mending metal utensils as a way of making a living. The Dept. 56, New England Village, ‘Town Tinker,’ was intro’d in 1995. Cindee wrote it was one her first NEV purchases and is still one her favorites. We enjoy NEV, but didn’t make a buy, then or yet.  Thanks for the answers.
. . . Notes from the NCC Virtual Gathering told me there were 304 paid participants (I being one);
727 raffle tickets sold; $7,500 was donated to the First Responders Children’s Foundation. All participating clubs should have already received prize package from Dept. 56. Upcoming: Because of the
overwhelmingly positive feedback, the NCC board is considering another Virtual Gathering this fall.
. . . “If it’s not yours, don’t take it. If it’s not true, don’t say it. If it’s not right, don’t do it.”  The
Cowboy Code
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. . . I noticed a ‘stamped’ penny in the counter change
dish in the restaurant. I put in a quarter and took the
penny with me. I then came home to look for our
2018 gift from Frances; ‘Pennies for the Penny
Press.’ Dept. 56, Christmas In The City. Limited to
Year 2012 Production only. Size: 2 x 1.5 x 2.5 inches.
It’s very nice when a ‘beat up penny’ brings back a
good memory. Thanks again Francis.

. . . Bill Channell suggested “Next time put up an umbrella and you won't have to rush to get the
flowers watered.” - before it rains. I don’t know about where he lives (NH), but in Minnesota we almost never water flowers while it’s raining – just saying. . . . .
. . . https://mikeschristmasvillage.com/lemax-christmas-village-eurofleur-2021/ - Includes
many/most of the 2021 Lemax intros; all in displays. I really seem to like the display style from
the Netherlands. At least those by ‘Mike!’ Individual village displays included are: ‘Santa’s Wonderland,’ ‘Harvest Crossing,’ ‘Plymouth Corners,’ ‘Carnival,’ ‘Caddington Village,’ and ‘Vail Village.’
. . . “Some people tell me to be myself, but I always get into trouble when I do it.”  On-line
. . . Out of Pizza Hut across the parking lot and into Jimmy John’s; the counterman was delivering
two pizzas (to another eating establishment). Don’t think I’d ever seen that before. By the way, he
walked fast - very fast (in both directions)!
. . . ‘Jazz Funeral’ - Lemax Spooky Town 2021, four casket carriers, three musicians. Actually quite
good looking. If we did Halloween, we would definitely buy one. – Linda and I were at Menard’s
the next day – made the buy. Also bought the ‘Frightful Feline Choir‘ (spotted by Linda); ‘Creepy
Balloon Seller,’ (for my clown collection). – Used Menard’s 11% rebate money for half the cost.
. . . “To the people in my life who make me smile, support me, and bring me joy, a big thank you!” 
On-line
. . . I was informed the D56 ‘The Majestic Theater’ is on eBay pretty regularly. I understand one is
on eBay right now for $125 (but the shipping cost is pretty high). Cindee was kind enough to look
around and spot it. She suggested “if you want one, you’ll be able to find it with a little patience.”
. . . ‘Toys “R” Us’ will be opening stores inside 400 Macy’s. For me/us, there will be another source
to find fun things for our displays. Small people, cartoon or otherwise, and a variety vehicles are on
the list of things we’ve previously purchased at ‘Toys.’
. . . The ‘City Lights Collectibles’ ad in Village D-Lights says, “They Are Now Again Buying All Villages.” I emailed City Lights to confirm. Following is my reply from owner Brian Young:
“Hello David, thanks for your interest. Having stopped buying we have now re-started but very
selectively. We stopped because of the ever dropping values & lack of buyers. Well values are
still dropping due to the sheer volume of collectors looking to sell their collections. Constantly
too getting calls from stores who have dropped Dept 56 but have old inventory to unload. Fortunately there are still enough people still collecting to keep us viable so along with our Canadian, European & Australian customers we intend to keep trading Dept 56. It was for over 20
years our number 1 line but sadly no more. On the plus side if any of your readers decide to sell
to us we take care of, that is pay the incoming UPS shipping cost. Because of the amount we
ship out with them we get a very preferential rate that’s not available to your readers. Any other questions don’t hesitate to contact me. Brian, 800-262-5335”  City Lights, San Diego, CA
. . . “I need a new friend. The last one escaped.”  On-line
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. . . Quarter 3, Village D-Lights arrived on August 23, 2021 in Duluth, MN. Included is an explanation of ‘The Airbrite Universal Wireless Lighting System’ written by Stephen Pepin and Rosie Hurtado.
I liked the images with ‘Bringing Villaging to the Fore!’ by Joanna Villegas (and I don’t even golf).
Plus there is a mention of ‘uplighting’ in an article by J. Michael Sanders. I’d sort of forgotten it.
. . . ‘Poodle Lane,’ ‘Cut-away Rd,’ ‘Stone Chimney Rd.’ ‘Line Rd’– These are some of the roads intersecting with Hwy 53 in NW Wisconsin.’ Each name sort of made sense to me; except ‘18th Street
Rd,’ Street? Road? What does that mean?  We were on our way to/from our annual Village North
Collectors Club picnic.

. . . No matter how hard we work, it is
always the guests who make displays
come alive. Our 2012 living room displays, with and without people. Note
all the backs (and the one guy)!

. . . “Devoted to You” by The Everly Brothers, 1959; the first song I remember sharing with a
girl. At least I thought it was ‘our song,’ don’t remember if she did . Don Everly, the surviving
member of the Everly Brothers, and a pioneer of rock ‘n’ roll, died in Nashville on Saturday, August
21. He was 84. Brother Phil Everly died in 2014.  Yes, I had Alexa play ‘Devoted to You.’
. . . Linda and I independently liked the new Dept. 56 Harry Potter ‘The Boathouse.’ We have over
10,000 lakes in Minnesota; none of the many I’ve visited have a boathouse like it. But then here
brick structures with a steeple are not common, except as churches.  Independently - not together.
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. . . This season Ashland Halloween Tiny Treasurers has at least three accessories I really
like: ‘Mini Boy in Skelton Costume,’ ‘Mini Burnt Candle’ and ‘Mini Girl in Ghost Costume,’
all very nice, available at Michael’s. They are each approx. 2.6 inches tall. None are
spooky or scary, and that’s OK with me. Note the kids are barefoot!

. . . NCC ‘Grandparents Vignette Contest’ - Must be posted no later than midnight (PDT) September
10, 2021. The winner will be announced September 16. Check the NCC Facebook page for details.
. . . The Dept. 56 2021 Village Retirements will be announced November 5th; watch the internet.
. . . A Dairy Queen lived a couple blocks from our house growing up. A recent on-line D56 picture
brought me the memory. I liked Bridgeman’s ice cream more (three blocks in the other direction).
We kids had many rope swings in the trees over the creek in the lot next to the DQ – much fun!
. . . At Menard’s I discovered
their new Luminated Street
Shops
called:
‘Candied
Numbskulls,’
‘Transylanian
Ghoulash,’ ‘Not So Fresh
Flowers,’ and ‘Roasted Guts.’
The boxes say from ‘Pumpkin
Hallow – Menard’s.’ - Under
$8.00 each. 5 X 5 X 2.5 inches. Would fit right in with
Lemax Spooky Town; too
small for D56 SV Halloween.
They are selling very fast!

. . . Do we need another couple on a snow machine?
That was my question. The Lemax ad answered: “If
you have a need for speed, ‘Off Trail Adventures’ may
be the Lemax figurine for you. In this figurine, a couple
is riding a bright red snowmobile with big black skis.
The driver of the snowmobile is wearing a shielded
black helmet and a blue and white snowsuit. A woman
is holding on tight from the back seat, wearing white
earmuffs and a red scarf that's blowing in the wind.” 
Too many answers! And “backseat” on a snowmobile?
(H x W x D) 2.91 x 4.13 x 2.09 inches - Year Released: 2021
. . . “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”  Fortune cookie
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. . . Another boat for the harbor of our New England village would be a good thing. With Dept. 56
retiring NEV, (probably) no more from that source. I heard Lemax announced ’Jonathan's Houseboat
on the Bay’ for 2021, I was interested. Looks like a houseboat made-up for Christmas, but I could
live with that. When I discovered at 6.22 x 9.45 x 4.41 inches, it’s larger than the D56 Dudley Docker; my interest waned. It just didn’t seem right; a harbor boat bigger than the ocean going ship.

. . . Domenico Spagnolo posted this
image on Facebook. I’d never had,
or seen, a marching band going
down a staircase. We have many
musical units, and do multiple level
displays all the time; I should have
had the idea. The Lemax ‘Christmas
Parade March Band’ is even in our
collection, all nine members; maybe
this year marching on some stairs!

. . . Two people playing guitar and a young boy dances; music and dancing, two things that always
interests us. The Lemax Harvest Crossing collection 2021 introduction, ’Talent Contest at Flanagan's
Barn,’ also shows Christmas decorations, bales of hay, sheep, a pig and a wise owl. Looks like it
might have a bit of usable inside space as well. Should fit right in a rural New England display. (H x
W x D) 6.30 x 7.76 x 5.31 inches  https://www.lemaxcollection.com/villages/harvest-crossing

          

. . . Putka pods – after seeing them
in a store several years ago, we
bought a bunch. They make a nice
‘pumpkin addition’ to our seasonal
displays (fall and Halloween). 
Found in the potpourri area of craft
stores.

. . . “If you wait too long for the perfect moment, the perfect moment will pass you by.”  Fortune
cookie
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. . . In 2018 the ‘B Sweet Shop’ was
designed as a tribute to Ed Bazinet,
the founder of Department 56. Each
piece was hand numbered with a
limited edition of 1,976 – in honor of
the first year of D56, and The Snow
Village. I’m frequently sorry I haven’t
accumulated these delivery vans
over the years; with the color and
material, the ‘B-Sweet’ version would
be special.

. . . http://department56club.com/ - the location of a new Dept. 56 oriented forum. To me,
forum is now the name/style for an email group. I look at it as a source for village information;
a place to exchange ideas. I joined, my Username is ‘davidg.’ All of the nuance’s still have me
a bit confused; but I’ll get it and they have help available. Stop by and say ‘Hi!’
. . . “If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.”  Fortune cookie
. . . We recently received several Dept. 56 gifts from a friend. Three of the accessories/people
were on my ‘wanted’ list. Nice giving – thanks! Linda says ‘thank you’ too!
. . . Someone asked my plan. With few exceptions, I have no idea what is going in JSYK. And, in
most cases, I don’t know where it will come from. Now you all know – no plan! Thanks for asking?
. . . Additional abbreviations (I might use): AV – Alpine Village  CIC – Christmas In The City  DV
- Dickens’ Village  NEV – New England Village  NP – North Pole Village  SV – Original Snow Village.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You can
contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St., Duluth, MN
55811 or (218) 724-6148.

Reader comments:
. . . “Once again I totally enjoyed your writings. Thanks so much.” – BD
. . . “Always interesting. Thanks for doing this. Collectors enjoy your musings.” - EG
. . . “Thanks for the newsletter David.” - SY
. . . “Thanks for another fun column, David!” - CB
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