Just so you know! . . . . October 15, 2020
Ideas, hints and opinions
By David Spears

. . . I’ve long thought I should do my JSYK picture/words differently. Now you’re going
to find the words under/after the picture (instead of on top/or first). Larry Treadwell did it
in Hauntsville 2020 – that convinced me it was time. Note: JSYK is ’ Just so you know!’
. . . The Dept. 56 retirement date this year is November 6th. The retirements will be effective as of Thanksgiving, November 26th.
. . . “Not all who wander are lost” – saw on the spare tire cover of a Jeep as we were leaving Menard’s.
. . . https://trainsandtoysoldiers.com/ I was reminded they have many ‘shelfscapes’
available. We call them backgrounds. They also have other miniature things useable in our
displays. Thanks to John R. for the remind.

. . . Menard’s model railroad items are on the shelf (at our local store). I still enjoy looking at them, but have made no buys. I like the two warehouse façades; unfortunately we
don’t have a warehouse district in our displays. I did take a picture of the Dollar Store (see
above). It’s big, bright and busy. Size: 21 x 5 3/4 x 5 5/8 inches. As I said before, Linda
really doesn’t want one in our displays (and the people are really small).
. . . We will have no village open house this season. I realize the announcement surprises almost no one, but we wanted to be sure you knew. And yes, we realize many of you
are not within commuting/visiting distance😊. Our displays will be fewer this time around.
We’ve already realized it won’t be as much fun without visitors.
. . . Dates of note: October 31, Halloween; November 3, Election Day; November 11, Veterans Day; November 26, Thanksgiving Day.
. . . Dept. 56 Facebook Live with Ms. Lit Town: Oct 29, Nov 12, Dec 3, Dec 17, Jan 21,
Feb 4, Feb 18 – all 4 to 4:30 p.m.

. . . The London Skating Club is the only ‘real’ building featured in the picture. All the rest
are ‘on’ the Wall Art (lighted canvas). The Club is an animated Dept. 56 Dickens’ Village
piece. The Wall Art is also from Dept. 56.

“Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 25
years.” Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible
clubs in your area. - We are members of the Village North Collectors Club.
. . . Trees, trees, everywhere! Collectors say you can never have too many trees in a village display. Dept. 56 heard you. They introduced three new ones for 2020: ‘Blue Tinsel
Trees;’ ‘Snowy Spirals;’ and ‘Lit Emerald Trees - set of 2.’
. . . Bachman’s 1998 was the first gathering Linda and I attended.
. . . Dept. 56 North Pole - The 'Polar Roller Rink’ what are the elves called? I saw a cute
name for them and now I can’t it. Not sure if it was from Dept. 56 or another source.
. . . I found a Ford dealership at the dump; it was at the bottom of a big cardboard box.
We now have a Department 56, Snow Village, ‘Uptown Motors Ford.’ The building is intact
(I’ll have to glue the window back in). The red Mustang, and the big sign, were also there.
We don’t ‘do’ SV, but the price was right – free!
. . . Village Voice of the River City Villagers, San Antonio, TX, reminded me of Dept. 56
Retirement Contests. And then I reminded myself of the public release of the retirements
in USA Today. As some say, ‘the good old days!’

. . . White hair on the floor; where did it come from? Oh yes, Linda cut my hair!

Dept. 56 North Pole Village
. . . I said we have at least fifty
seated elves. Well we’re running
out of sitting room. We use them
everywhere. In the top picture, the
elves are watching the snowboard
halfpipe competition (out of the picture) as well as enjoying roasted
marshmallows. - Middle picture;
their friends are in an ice cave listening to the music of the ‘North Pole
String Trio.’ - Below, waiting for the
driver, is a family about to take a
tour on the Red Bus. Not sure where
they are, but I see several artists.
And those penguins; and a large
statue, actually two statues. - That’s
almost twenty elves in number. We
still have several drawers downstairs
filled with elves. Pretty sure that
means we have many more than fifty
seated elves – but who’s counting.

. . . Sixty-one cars/trucks on our village ‘Vehicle List.’ It also includes a couple buses, a
horse trailer and a tractor.

. . . Questions about John’s trees, or rather
answers (to questions I’ve been asked). His 810 inch trees range from $22-$35 each. John
selects various types of wood, ‘makes,’ and finishes the trees himself. They are sold all over;
from Yellowstone National Park to Ely, MN. If
you buy directly from him, he generally gives a
20% discount. You would have to pay shipping.
People can contact him through email. John
Thompson, woodenboot@msn.com. Please put
"trees" in the subject line.

. . . ‘Mr. Blue.’ The name of my ’54 Chevrolet – in the 1960’s. It was a happy time for
me, unlike the song by ‘The Fleetwoods.’ I was going to include a picture, but its B/W. Of
course, the car was blue.
. . . Ethel Jeffries Campbell was the winner of the #NCCSeptemberVignette contest,
‘Scarecrow Invasion’ Go to http://www.ncc56.com/ or www.facebook.com/groups/ncc56/
to see all the entries.

. . . Dept. 56, Dickens’ Village, ‘Abbey Lane Chocolates,’ complete with horse drawn delivery wagon, is something I’ve been looking at. Why? I eat a lot of chocolate! Sounds logical to me. OK, I noticed the colorful wagon first. But I also like the stores’ ‘in the window’
scene. Introduced and retired by Dept. 56 in 2007.

. . . This is my favorite Hauntsville 2020 picture. If that changes; I’ll let you know. Not
too spooky, but no doubt it’s Halloween. Remember, Larry provides a story with each picture. See the entire village at: http://thevillagecollector.com/ Larry Treadwell
. . . “1. $1.00 registration fee and meals?” I found those words in our computer, subject:
Chicago 2012 People/Notes: The final entry was: “11. Vanessa Taylor – Say ‘Hi!’” I love it
when I don’t know what I’m talking about.

. . . Dept. 56 recently posted a picture of the Christmas In the
City ‘Majestic Theater,’ on Facebook. They were talking about
the Jazz Singer being the first feature film with synchronized
speech (as well as music and sound effects). That was on October 6, 1927. The picture reminded me I’ve wanted the theater
since October 2013. That’s when I saw one at Old Mill Town Village Shops – The Christmas Shop, Granby, CT. We didn’t buy it
– something about bringing it back on the plane. - The Northeast
Harvest Gathering was why we were in Connecticut. Diane and
Tommy Shine, and a couple others, said we had to be there.
. . . Walmart, Superior, Wi – I mention only these items because we might be going
back to look at them: ‘Visiting with Horses’ (two horses, fence, child); Pioneer Woman
‘Mercantile’ (building);‘Toys For Tots Marine Stroller’ (already make the purchase); ‘Popcorn Stand’ (battery operated – might buy just to check it out); 9 inch in and out white
pine trees. Most of the above are Holiday Time.
. . . Articles and club activities for the December/January National Council of 56 Clubs Club
Connection are due December 1, 2020. – Just so you know!
. . . OK, I just noticed that I also place words beside images. That’s in case you are paying attention.

. . . We keep finding more outhouses. I just saw one that comes complete with a bear
and two raccoons trying to find their way in. It’s ‘Outhouse Marauders’ from Lemax. Very
happy we have inside plumbing. - Holiday Time has ‘Santa in Outhouse’ this year. He is reviewing a large Christmas ‘roll.’ Lemax is at Menard’s. Holiday Time is at Walmart.
. . . A Yahoo email said, “Beginning December 15, 2020 the Yahoo Groups website will shut
down and members will no longer be able to send or receive emails from Yahoo Groups.”
That means the Dept. 56 Yahoo Group will be gone. The group has not been very active
lately, but still usable for many of use as a place to post emails.

David in the room

Jack in the box

Clown on stilts

. . . Menard’s, Hermantown, MN – They have many 2020 (new) Lemax Christmas figurines and table pieces. Examples: Choice of snowmen sets; boy with wagon full of newspapers; multiple dogs with people; fancy couple at table with fancy waiter; and Santa and
Mrs. Claus on a small sleigh. From 2005, I saw kids, two couples, dancing plus with a
snowman. They also had a ‘Stout Shack,’ a cute place to buy ‘beer.’ No display yet. Note:
Will return to look at the buildings (and buy the kids dancing). Note #2: Just discovered
the kids ‘dancing’ is called ‘Ring Around The Snowman.’ I’m guessing it means they aren’t
dancing.
. . . https://mymerrychristmas.com/ Need more village information, you could take a look
at the web site. I haven’t visited the site at length. It does have many separate spots to
find things. Let me know what you think. I note they mention the place you can find JSYK,
http://thevillagecollector.com/.
. . . October 21st – first snow of the season in Duluth, MN - flurries only.

Vintage Shopping Spree

Café Society

Toys For Tots Marine Stroller

. . . Our possible purchases for 2020 include: Not sure about the ‘shoppers,’ maybe don’t
need them. - In the ‘café’ I really appreciate the waiter. Want one of those. - ‘Toys?’ I
don’t know, I just like it. Were there really Marines in the Dickens’ era – or Toys for Tots?
Note: ‘Toys’ has already been purchased, by us.

. . . I saw these two in a Dept. 56
ad. I have never watched the show.
Had to find out who the girl was.
Seems the Munster Family, at 1313
Mockingbird Lane, is made up of a
Frankenstein's monster; vampires; a
werewolf and Marilyn. The online article said “Poor Marilyn, their niece,
is the odd one out -- she's just a
normal girl. And the family doesn't
like to call attention to her unfortunate looks.” Entire family is for sale
at www.department56.com.

Eddie & Marilyn Munster

. . . April 15, 2004 JSYK – “If you place something in your displays, in our case Woodstock,
and mention to folks that it is there - somewhere - it is amazing how many people will look
at the display detail while looking for the little yellow bird. It helps to have hints to the location because there are always a few people that won't leave until they find it (but don't
want to be told where it is).”
. . . I haven’t heard from Village D-Lights on the mailing date for the Fall Issue. Anyone
else heard anything?
. . . October 15 is ‘National I Love Lucy Day;’ ‘National Aesthetician Day;’ ‘National Mushroom Day.’

. . . Remember you can see ‘Just so you know!’ - plus more new and up to date village
items at: http://thevillagecollector.com/

. . . ‘Rise Up Women’ and ‘Sunday In The Park With Lynn’ are the first two 2021 Dept.
56 Village Releases. The first is one of the final accessories designed by Lynn Maderich.
The Christmas In The City ‘Rise Up Women,’ is in recognition of the 100th anniversary of the
19th Amendment to our Constitution – women’s right to vote. The second is a Snow Village
accessory, ‘Sunday In The Park With Lynn.’ It is in recognition of Lynn as an equine artist –
her first love. The long time Dept. 56 artist died in August. - Ms. Lit Town Melinda Seegers,
and Creative Director Rick Jackson, provided the info on Dept. 56 Facebook Live Oct 15th.

‘Rise Up Women’

‘Sunday In The Park With Lynn.’

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome.
You can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E Toledo
St., Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.

