. . . January 5th; the day I found Dept. 56 2021 Village Introductions on-line (thanks
to SuzyQ). The accessories are not mentioned with the buildings (or vice versa).
https://department56.com/ The web site says “In stock and available on 03/25/2021.”
. . . 2021 will be the final year for the Dept. 56 Alpine Village. Per Ms. Lit Town on
January 7, 2021 ‘Dept. 56 Facebook Live.’ Alpine began in 1986 with artist Neilan Lund,
later his daughter Barbara; most recently, Tom Bates. There could be a new piece, now and
then, if someone comes up with a really good idea.
. . . ‘The Village Collector’ 2020 Village Video Hall of Fame. Everyone is allowed to vote
once per day (until January 18, 2021). Linda and I vote every day. I suggest you ‘view
and vote’ as well. It will make the video makers very happy, and webmaster Bill as well.
http://thevillagecollector.com/. Note: Golden Ticket voting January 16, 17 and 18th.

. . . Dates of note: January 18, Martin Luther King Day. . . February 2, Ground Hog Day. .
. February 15, Presidents Day . . . March 15, Daylight Savings Time begins . . . March 17,
St. Patrick’s Day. These dates are always good for vignette ideas.
. . . Ms. Lit Town Dept. 56 Facebook Live dates (announced so far): January 21,
February 4, and February 18. All 4:00 to 4:30 CST.
. . . The ‘Jolly Club Ballroom’ is everywhere on our computer (where there can be ads).
I like the unusual look; wrote about the piece in 2019; and we did buy the accessory
musicians, ‘Presenting the Hollymen.’ That was at Setzers in St. Paul, MN (in 2019). But
multiple daily ads (day after day) – I don’t understand. They are Dept. 56 North Pole.
. . . A big Lemax circus tent – we do have it! I saw ‘Berry Brothers Big Top’ mentioned in
a previous JSYK; it was in our display. Now all we have to do is find it in the basement. I
would think it would be on the carnival/circus shelves; but no!
. . . I saw ‘The Flying Scot Train’ on
several videos. It sure looks like it
fits well in Dickens’ displays;
Fourteen inches, so not large; doesn’t
move, so no wires. Saw available online in several places including
http://www.dept56retirees.com/ for
$53.00.
. . . Linda’s face mask update: Looks like her number made has stopped at 450. The last
were children’s masks. They went to Essentia Health Hospital in Duluth, MN.

. . . I think the Dept. 56 Dickens Village ‘Stained
Glass Artisan’ belongs in our craft show/bazaar.
He looks like a very talented guy to me. How about
next to the New England Village ‘Christmas
Bazaar…Handmade Quilts’ lady?

. . . ‘Victorian University’ 58750 Limited Edition Dickens Village Series Department 56. I
was wondering if we own it – we do! Looking back I see we have only used it once. Not
sure why, except our Dickens’ display is never very big. “Congratulations, Graduate” is the
accessory – we don’t have it. Note: I did place the University on our ‘must use’ list.
. . . I had a note, from me, to make a comment on the recently received Fall Issue of
Village D-Lights. I’m not sure what it should/would be. Subscription up: Winter 2021.
. . . Lisa Remy answered my question. She explained, “. . . I just happened to find that
one at an antique store close to when I was putting up my display. It worked perfectly for
my December 26 Dance Party :-).” The piece I asked about was the Dept. 56 ‘Animated
Revolving Turntable,’ 17 1/2" round - switch cord turn on/off - illuminates Dept. 56
buildings – released 1996, retired 1999 - General Village Accessories, $35.00.
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years.
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for
possible clubs in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
. . . “A lot of men can’t say this but I can. I have a great wife that I’m so thankful for.”

. . . Lovely red cardinals are part
of seven, seven! new for 2021, Dept.
56 Village Accessories. All but one
has the word ‘cardinal’ as part of the
name. I like the ‘Cardinal Pine’ best.
The ‘White Christmas Owl’ also looks
good to me, but certainly doesn’t fit
the red cardinal idea. Cardinal Pine is
9 inches tall; Owl is 1.5 inches tall,
and cute as heck.

. . . No word yet on the Virtual Gathering plans of either The Village Collector or National
Council of 56 Clubs. When I know, I will be happy to share.

. . . It may not be fancy, but it is old.
Word is ‘Saint Pancras Old Church’ could
date back to the 1500s. That could make it
“the oldest site of Christian worship in
England.” This is a 2021 Dickens’ Village
Dept. 56 introduction. See ‘The Hardy Ash’
accessory blow.

. . . Look closely; those are gravestones around the base of ‘The Hardy Ash.’ Why are
they there? It all has to do with the ‘Saint Pancras Old Church’ in London; the expansion of
the railroad; and novelist Thomas Hardy. It’s a Dept. 56 Dickens’ Village 2021 introduction.
No one told me, but I’m guessing the man is Mr. Hardy.
. . . Is it just us, or did everyone receive more Christmas cards this season? We sent out
our normal number - just so you know! . . . Thanks for all the cards!
. . . When I was a kid, mail was home delivered twice a day; newspapers the same. Now
it’s mail only once and the newspaper not at all.
. . . “Make it a habit to do nice things for people who’ll never find out.” - tinybuddaha.com

. . . ‘Grip Inspires Poe’ - Poe, I immediately
thought Edgar Allan. But I didn’t know
anyone named Grip. The accessory is in
Dickens’ Village so I knew where to look.
Research showed me Grip is a character in the
Charles Dickens’ serial novel Barnaby Rudge;
actually, Grip is a raven. All three characters
mentioned, are featured in this 2021 Dept. 56
Introduction accessory. I’m guessing l-r; Poe,
Dickens’ and Grip. Available in March.

. . . ‘Preparing For Tomorrows Catch’ – Looks
like it belongs on the dock in Brighton; the
featured village in Larry Treadwell’s
‘Dickensville.’ In my mind, that’s a
compliment to both. The accessory is a Dept.
56 Dickens’ Village 2021 introduction.
https://department56.com/collections/dicken
s-village http://thevillagecollector.com/larrytreadwell Have you visited Dickensville 2020?

. . . Dept. 56 2021 Introductions, a few comments and questions; I will probably have
more to say later on these pieces and others:
‘Bowling Ball Humor’ - A Christmas Story - I think it’s nice; a father and son with an
open bowling ball bag. The ball is blue – not sure why. Maybe that’s the humor?
‘Haunted Swamp Shanty’ - Snow Village Halloween – I’m wondering if it would work
in our Margaritaville? I will have to hold one in my hands to be sure.
‘A Cracking Good Test Result’ - North Pole - The elf is testing nutcrackers. Maybe
we could use him with our Dept. 56 ‘Nutcracker Delivery’ or Lemax ‘Nutcrackers.’ It’s the
accessory for the new NP ‘Nutcracker Factory.’
‘One Santa Special Coming Up’ - North Pole – Whether placing a pizza into the oven
or spinning the dough in the air, both elves are busy. It’s an accessory for the new NP
‘Polar Pizza.’ Note: Wasn’t sure about the building. I liked it a lot better when I saw a
picture with the ‘stone’ pizza oven lit up.
‘IT & The S.S. Georgie’ – Snow Village Halloween – I have no idea what any of that
name means. I just know it’s a clown, and I take a close look at every clown; just in case it
might need a new home.

. . . ‘Battersea - The Dogs' Home’ is a different idea. Battersea was a London animal shelter
beginning in 1860. They would take care of 7,000 cats and dogs a year. The accessory, ‘Man’s Best
Friend,’ features a Golden Retriever and a Border Collie. They are being fed by a volunteer. Both are
Dept. 56 2021 Dickens’ Village introductions.

. . . ‘Oxford's Radcliffe Camera’ - I had to look up the meaning of camera. In this use, it comes
from the Latin word “room” or “library.” I now know the purpose for the building at Oxford
University. I like to have the availability of a round building or two (for our displays); this one looks
good to me. I also like the separate sign. However, the $250 cost will be out of range at our house.
This is a Dept. 56 Dickens’ Village 2021 Introduction. There is also ‘Oxford Professor & Student,’
coordinating accessory, new this year.

. . . My thanks to Dept. 56 for the 2021 Village Introductions. They gave me new stuff to
write about.

. . . The ‘Merry Christmas Metal Stacked Presents Arch’
is available on https://www.christmaselves.com.au/ 9.6 x 8.8 feet; only $2,495.00!! The Australian web
site also offers the three foot tall ‘Elf on Christmas
Presents’ for $447.00 (saving $298.00). I did not check
on the shipping cost.

. . . Linda and I continue to try and find a name for our village. Thanks to both people
who offered suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). We are still asking!!

. . . There is a new tall building from Dept. 56 for 2021; ‘The
Woolworth Building,’ for Christmas in the City. I’ve often
enjoyed the way many folks display the tall ones. Haven’t
bought any; part of the reason is they are too tall for our usual
display shelfs. This one is 60 stories tall; 19.66 inches in ‘village
life.’ In the version seen on the New York skyline, the top 30
floors were converted to residences in 2012. The rest of the
building remains filled with office and commercial tenants. The
building was constructed in 1913, Cass Gilbert was the architect.
Note: I do like the scattered ‘lit’ windows.

. . . Phil Renninger posted, “Looking for great photos of dazzling Department 56 New
England Village displays to be featured in Village D-Lights upcoming issue commemorating
the New England Village. Send them to "thetrainskein@gmail.com" for consideration. Your
village could be famous.” Phil is a long time VDL contributor and posted this on the National
Council of 56 Clubs Facebook page (used here with permission).

-

. . . October 2013 Northeast Harvest Gathering, Windsor Locks, CT– These are
images from a ‘pass around’ book of items Linda and I talked about in our event
seminar titled, ‘Look what we found! Note: We found the clown, Emmett Kelly, in
Frankenmuth, MI; (not at Bronners!) He’s the favorite of all my thirty plus clowns.

. . . “Sweet Town Chicago 2018 Gathering: Three hundred forty-nine attendees. Fiftynine clubs and Canada represented.” - from JSYK, Oct. 7, 2018.
. . . Ramon Hoeks, Dutch Mini Landscapes, found another source for ‘Leon Chailly Taking
Picture of Couple Dancing,’ from Luville. I looked on marktplaats.nl and there it was.
Thanks! His displays are here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8ijNEaA3P8&t=2s.
. . . I’m using a new Juno address book; sure hope it worked.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.

