Let’s Make a Short Video Using
iMovie (iPhone or iPad)
We’re going to do this together! Step by step. Here’s the plan.
We’re going to use short video clips and photos, with the timing
of about 10-seconds per clip or photo. This doesn’t have to be
exact; you may have a few slightly longer or shorter video clips
and we can shorten or lengthen a few photos dwell times in the
video. The goal is matching the video length to the music you
choose.

Some of you readers may think I’ve been slow walking you to this
point. Au contraire mon ami! If you don’t have a nice collection of
well-made photo stills and short video clips, all pre-production
edited for color, lighting, and contrast, then all the rest of what
we’re going to do will still produce an average to subpar video.
Be sure to check out all the other topnotch and timely columns on
TheVillageCollector.com – “Just So You Know (JSYK)” by David
Spears, Larry Treadwell, Brian Vaill’s “The Train Station,” Thea
Heyink’s “The Creation Station,” “Phil & Sue’s Village” (from

England!), and “Coach is Here” by webmaster Bill Channell.
Please keep visiting the Village Videos page and watch, watch,
watch. There is a new batch of village videos on the 15th of each
month. So many ideas, so little time… and not enough money.
First, find or download a Christmas music song of
your choice into your iPhone or iPad music app. Take
note of the length of your song. For example, if your
song is 3:00 minutes long (180-seconds), and we are
allowing about 10-seconds per photo or video clip,
then we will need to choose 180 divided by 10 = about 18 village
photos and clips.
If you don’t have a good enough song on your
iPhone, then visit the iTunes store. Press the search
icon
(magnifying glass) and type in what you are
looking for. Songs cost either $0.99 or $1.29 each.
They will be downloaded directly into your music app.
So, somewhere in your Photos app you will need to
find about 18 photos and video clips of your village
display. I recommend creating and filling a new
album within the Photos app for these. That way
they will be easy to locate.
How to Add Photos to an Album on iPhone (2:51)
ITJungles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfdSBSLIMjc
Then, within your album choose a photo or video clip. In the
upper right corner, press “Edit” to open the photo editor. For each
photo change the aspect ratio to 16:9. Then, for each photo or
video clip, make your final adjustments for lighting, color, and
contrast as described in my June 28, 2021, column – Photo and
Video Correction. After that, we should be ready to go!
If you don’t already have the iMovie app on your
iPhone or iPad, go to the App Store, search for iMovie,
and then GET it downloaded. It’s for ages 4+ years
old and up. That’s right, I said 4+ years and up. No
need to be afraid. Ask your grandchild to help you.

Okay, open the iMovie app on your phone. Let’s start
a new project by touching the big “+” sign, and then
choose “Movie.” Touch “Cancel” anytime you’re too
scared to proceed.
iMovie will take you automatically to your Photos app. Find your
Photos Album. Press “Select” to choose which photos or short
video clips you want. Touch each selection and a checkmark
appears on it. Then, press Create Movie down near the bottom.

Your newly created movie project will land at the end (last photo
or clip). Scroll to the right to move to your movie’s beginning.
You can scroll left and right and see the sequence of photos and
clips. Press and hold any photo or clip (it will then have a yellow
outline) and drag it to a more desired location in the sequence.
You will see a “bowtie” icon between each photo or clip. That’s a
Dissolve transition (default) between slides. Press and hold on
any single Transition icon and a short menu of transition choices
appears at the bottom. Change any or all of these as you wish
just for fun to see what they do.

There is an “undo” icon () to quickly return any change you
have made.
At any time, you can play the short movie by pressing the Play
icon (). Press the Pause or Stop icon () to stop the movie.
To stretch or shrink the time length of any photo, press the photo
and it will outline in yellow. Press and hold either end and shrink
or expand the length. At the top of the movie screen, you’ll how
many seconds long it is. For video clips press to outline in yellow,
and you can shrink (trim) it from either end of the video clip.

To add a title to your movie, go to the first photo or clip and
press to highlight in yellow. At the bottom press the capital “T” to
see your choices for adding text. Choose one and in the upper
view screen you will see TITLE TEXT HERE. Press that and you
can choose between Edit or Delete. Press Edit and enter your
title. You can then drag the title to move within the space or
pinch/expand to resize it. There are also options for font, color,
and text shadow.
If you go to any other clip or photo, you can enter a Caption (as a
title) with the same procedure. Here is a video describing far
more details about ways and types of text to add to your movie.
How To Add Text in iMovie (2021) iPhone Tutorial (4:03)
Collin Michael
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QST_oD5-V1Q

The Ken Burns Effect (panning and zooming) is enabled
automatically, but you can adjust it. Just highlight a photo like
the picture above.
Go to the scissors icon in the lower left and touch that. You can
pinch to decide the beginning and end (and direction) of the Ken
Burns Effect. After you do it a few times, you’ll get the hand of it!

Rather than a complicated written explanation, I recommend you
watch:
Ken Burns Effect iMovie Editing on iPhone Tutorial (6:24)
Ryan Foran
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHA2is16zUw

Are you hooked yet? Are we having some fun? Can you see the
myriad of possibilities?
Let’s add the icing on the cake and bring life to your movie! Press
the (+) icon upper left, and choose Audio (), then My Music,
and drill down to the song you want and choose it. iMovie adds it
automatically! Bingo!
Now go back to your video and stretch or shrink all your photos
to closely fit the length of your song. Keep playing it back to
check on your work.
If you want, add a Caption (title) on the last slide – something
like “Thank You for Watching!” and/or “Merry Christmas” or
“Produced by YourName” – whatever you want. It’s your movie,
your creation!
Go to the upper left corner and press “Done.” You have now
saved your movie as a project, not as a fully finished movie.
That means you can still go back and do more editing.
When you want a finished product, go to the bottom, and press
the Share or Export icon ( ). Choose “Save Video” ( ) and
iMovie will start exporting your movie (it may take a while; the
file size is large). Bingo! The movie appears in your Photos app.

I made a one song video along with you in iMovie on my iPhone
using clips and stills of Christmas 3D windows, mostly containing
village displays, my current favorite type of village building. I
found a Christmas window song on iTunes as the musical
backdrop.
I had a little trouble with how to adjust the Ken Burns Effect, but
after a few tries I like it better than my Windows Live Movie
Maker software on my computer. The transitions are limited but
functional. The good news is you can’t get too carried away with
overly fancy transitions. I even uploaded my video to YouTube
directly from my iPhone, a new experience for me.
Christmas Village Windows (4:13)
Jim Peters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR_gQsPpRik
In my next few columns on The Village Collector, we’ll cover how
to edit better with those video “bells and whistles” that add a
professional feel to your video – music, transitions, panning and
zooming, and titles, captions, and credits. The first next column
will be “Music Makes the Movies.” I’ll try to do better next time.
Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome.
Email your finished movie to me! The file size may be quite
large, so use Mail Drop to send it.

Tell me what difficulties you had or fun exploring you
experienced. Was it easier or harder than you thought? You can
contact me at: jpetersgolfpro@gmail.com, 419 Washington
Avenue, Newport, KY 41071.
Here are some great Joanna Villegas Oktoberfest village photos!
Prost!

