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. . .  Abbreviations  (I use) : NCC ï National Council of 56 Clubs · JSYK ï Just so you know! · TVC ï 
The Village Collector · VDL ï Village D -Lights · D56 ï Department 56 · VN or VNCC ï Village North 

Collectors Club ï See more abbreviations on last page .  
 

 

           
 

. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI : Northern Lights Collectors Club , Twin Cities, MN, 
Debbie Oehme, debo4x4@hotmail.com  · Village North Collectors Club , Duluth MN/Superior, WI, 

Adelaide Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  · City Lights , Mankato, MN, Mary Zellmer, 

mzellmer@hickorytech.net  ·  D56 Builders and Treasurers , Janesville, Beloit WI/Rockford, IL, 

Charle ne Swansboro.  
 

. . .  Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village . Thanks to the people who have offered 

suggestions ï you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??   
 

. . . Dates of note : October 11, Columbus Day  · October 31, Halloween  · November 5, Dept. 56 

Retirement s · November 7, Daylight Savings Time ends  · November 11, Veterans Day  · November 

25, Thanksgiving · December 21, Winter begins  · December 25, Christmas Day  -  All, well most, offer 

vignette ideas/suggestions.  
 

. . .  Thursd ay, October 7, 2021 AT 4 PM CDT ï 4:30 PM CDT  Dept. 56 Facebook Live  with Ms. Lit 

Town .  Also scheduled  for : November 4 and December 2.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
. . .  Oktoberfest  is the subject of  the óCoach is Hereô in The Village Collector  -  by Bill Channell · In 

óShow Your Village To The World,ô Jim Petersô new column features óPreparation Before Video 

Editing .ô He sure knows a whole lot about that stuff. · You can also visit 

past issues of óHauntsvilleô and óDickensvilleô by Larry Treadwell. 
Larry is moving and new displays  just arenôt possible this year. We will 
all miss new displays and words. · óThe Train Stationô by Brian Vaill new 

offering; óAdd a train to your 2021 Christmas display and suggestions 
on track selectionô · Remember you can find past óJust so you know!ô columns on the site. · NEW!!  

Thea Heyink  is now on TVC  with her  "How To" projects . 
 

. . .  National Council of 56 Clubs  óGrandparents Vignette Contestô ï Congratulations to the 

winner , Robert Cam pbell . Read the accompanying story on the NCC Facebook  page ; a wonderful 
explanation of many of the pieces. · New contest coming soon!  
 

. . .  óI donôt like to think before I speak. I like to be just as surprised as everyone else about what 
comes out of my mouth.ô ·  On- line  
 

. . . https://d56club.com/  -  the location of a new Dept. 56 oriented Forum . 
 

 

Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over  28 years. Find 

information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:  

http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs 

in your area.ò ï Linda and I belong to the Village North  

Collectors Club , an NCC member club.  
 

. . .  https://d56club.com/  -  the location of a new Dept. 56 oriented forum . To me, forum is 

now the name/style for an email group. I look at it as a source for village information; a place 
to exchange ideas. I joined, ódavidg ô is me.  · Iôve posted messages, answered/asked a few 

questions and added my image to the forum. Some of the nuanceôs still have me a bit confused; 

but Iôll get it (and they have help available). Stop by and say óHi!ô to ódavidg.ô 
 

mailto:debo4x4@hotmail.com
mailto:amcline@chartermi.net
mailto:mzellmer@hickorytech.net
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. . .  óCostco ô is soon opening  a Wholesale store  in Duluth. My question is, do they offer  any  

Christmas village  stuff ? Iôm disappointed so far , nothing shows on their web site.    
 

. . .  ñDid you know? When  you walk into a room and forget why you are there. It could be because 
you ran into an alien, and he had to erase you r memory so he could escape. ò · On- lline  
 

. . .  ñIf anyone figures me out, Iôd like an explanation . . . ñOn-line                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                        

. . .  Thanks to Dept. 56 , each club was given gifts based on the number of members registered to 

attend the first ever óNational Council of 56 Clubs Zoom Gathering.ô The following items are the gifts 

our Village North Collectors Club  received: óCommemorating Our Anniversary;ô óUptown Post Box ;ô 

óEveryone Decorates The Tinsel Tree,ô SV, Christmas Lane; óCity Wrought Iron Park Bench (2); ô 
óCobblestone Street;ô óWinter Creek , Straight  (set of 2); óSanta Claus;ô óAnniversary Pocket Watch;ô 

White planter topiaries with cardinal (2). Very nice and much appreciated.  
 

. . .  óCarole Towneô Christmas is out at Loweôs. I read about it in several places. We donôt have a 

Lowes close by. I wish we had one because there is something available each year that looks good 

to me. You know I like to ósee before I buy.ô  In -person that is!  
 

. . .  óSometimes the best way to stay out of trouble is to just go take a nap.ô · On- line                                                                         

                                                                                                              
 

. . .  óPsycho Clownsô ï I saw  a piece on - line  with the name. Canôt find it available from the usual 
sources. It is kinda ugly, but Iôd still like to know more. It could be just the place to óshowô all our 

Homie  óPsycho Clowns.ô  Anyone know the manufacturer? Saw on Lemax Addicts  Facebook.    
 

. . .  The card was delivered -   USPS ñHow Hiringò ï the only mail received today. For some reason I 

found that amusing.    

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                    
 

. . .  "The Twins' Happy Dance,"  from the Dept. 56 óElf The 
Movie Collection. ô January 2016. They may not look like órealô 

elves, but I like their ómoves.ô 2016, 2.25"H x 1.5"W x 1"D . 

Material(s): resin , Orange . The ad says, ñIn the movie "Elf", 

Buddy was inadvertently transported to the North Pole as a 
child and raised by Santa's elves. He travels back to New York 

City to find his real father and i s employed as one of Santa's 

"over -sized" elves and that's only the beginning of the 

laughs!ò    

. . .  Grinch Villages -  óLittle Flue Whoô features dad holding the ladder 

as the young Who climbs  up to do chimney repair. Introduced 

January 2019, hand crafted and hand painted resin.  Measures 4 x 

1.75 x 2.5 . inches.  Coordinates with Flue Who's Fireplace Place . Iôm 

sure I could use this accessory with our New England houses.  

. . .  óOne Santa Special Coming Up,ô Dept. 56, North Pole  -   

ñThis set of two elf pizza makers shows how good they are at 

their jobs --  whether it be stretching pizza dough for the 

perfect crust or baking a pizza in the hot pizza oven. Take 

out or delivery, they make the best pizza in town!ò  Zinc 
alloy, porcelain, plastic . 1.77 in H x 1.06 in W x 1.06 in L . 

Remember, pizza is my favorite food group.  
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. . .  ñIf you see me talking to myself, just move along. Iôm self-employed. Weôre having a staff 
meeting.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

          
 

 

. . .  A business in  Kennebunkport, ME . Lindaôs brother, and his wife, were visiting  the area and sent 
us an image of the store. Linda liked the name  on the sign, ñSeas The Day.ò 
 

. . .  óThe Creation Stationô by Thea Heyink  is a new offering  on http://thevillagecollector.com/ . I 

suggest you take a look.  
 

. . . National  Council  of  56  Clubs  Executive  Board  Elections :  President,  Brandon  Taylor  of  the  

Arkansas  Villagers  ï Vice  President,  Anna  McPherson  of  the  Ducky  56ers  ï Secretary,  Martha  Jack  of  
the  Georgian  Bay  Villagers.  They  have  been  duly  elected  to  fill  th ose posts  beginning  January  1,  

2022 . Announced  September  29,  2021.  Congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  each  of  them.  Thanks  to  

current  NCC Co-presidents , Sue  Chretien  and  Richard  Puckett ;  Brandon  Taylor , current  VP;  Martha  

Jack, current  secretary.   
 

. . .  ñIôve gone to find myself, if I get back before I return keep me here.ò · On- line  
 

. . . Does anyone have confirmed information on ordering the NEV special  from Village D -Lights ? 

. . .  US Postage óWestern Wearô USPS New Western Wear 

Booklet of 20 Forever Stamps Postage First -Class Letter 

Mail Self -Adhesive Self -Stick . óCowboy Hat,ô óBelt Buckle,ô 

ôCowboy Boot ,ô and  óWestern Shirt.ô I can happily see  

each of  them in our ócountry displayô as signs or posters. 
As country dancers, it would make sense to even use 

them as stamps for our actual mail. I am a bit afraid to 

ask Linda about using them for our Christmas cards. 

They are all óLinda made,ô so she might be fussy. She 
prefers seasonal stamps adorn the envelopes.  
 

. . .  óBentleyville Tour of Lights.ô They began assembly September 25th; 150 

volunteers are needed for construction every weekend. Bentleyville will be  open 

November 20 th  through December 27 th. Itôs a very popular walk through  
experience  on Duluthôs Bayfront. Free; handicap accessible; cookies; Santa and 

Mrs. Claus on site every evening. 3.5 million lights ; it looks better the closer you get 

-  just so yo u know!  The Aerial Bridge, entry  to Lake Superior, is in the background.  
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. . .  This looks special! The nice red, the 

long stairway, the ballroom, the big 

trees, the fountain, the big brick wall s, 
but the nice red is it!  Our óGarden 

Ballroomô is most always noticed in our 

displays. However, it ôs never ha d a 

ówowô factor. Thanks to Gaetano  Vella , 
this  one  certainly  does.  You can  see the  

four  couples  actually  dancing  on  the  

óLemax  Addicts ô Facebook  Page   ·  Sep 

14, 2021 . The featured building is the 
Lemax Caddington óThe Garden 

Ballroom,ô 2018 -  HxWxD 8.89 x 11.22 

x 10.1 6 inches . And no, Iôm not sure 

where the red comes from. Iôm 
guessing spotlights with red filters. 

When someone confirms the source , 

please let me know ; Iôll share.   

. . . Octoberfest ï Eat · Drink ·  Be Merry ·  Cheers!!!  ï I saw this image on the Lemax 

Addicts  Facebook Page , October 1, 2021. Joanna Villegas instantly made it seem I was 
at  the Hofbrauhaus  in Munich. I was fortunate to have a September visit to Germany 

many years ago. I even drank half a stein of beer. It was more crow ded tha n this, but 

she sure got the look and feel  I remember.  Thanks Joanna, for the memories. Note :  I 

believe we have most of these pieces except the brewer y, her tables and the back -
ground; maybe I can make our own Octoberfest right here.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3505040251/user/100000097611360/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXA6tAhFhZka87s4u0W3e-DPNnwkgAq5X8rELmg3jiZKo_k0OUFLxs9S4-PIWGw27PcKKwGOZ_YFIqqwtB37Hy2KKqcgDAz4N82x4nwxoaPnLeTdqg3Eac143J9y7dZjjip79qdh-eGpIZ4kuIEmjGLDeHFqdmb00C3GZ0fIp0DJJ5pfXBBW4M1qocAMebqAhk&__tn__=%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3505040251/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=10165624719635252&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXA6tAhFhZka87s4u0W3e-DPNnwkgAq5X8rELmg3jiZKo_k0OUFLxs9S4-PIWGw27PcKKwGOZ_YFIqqwtB37Hy2KKqcgDAz4N82x4nwxoaPnLeTdqg3Eac143J9y7dZjjip79qdh-eGpIZ4kuIEmjGLDeHFqdmb00C3GZ0fIp0DJJ5pfXBBW4M1qocAMebqAhk&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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. . .  It happened to me again; I came across 

the Lemax óMountain High Adventure Tours.ô 
The colors/design on the balloon attracted 

me ;  I took a second look. 9.25 x 9.37 x 5.28 

inches , 2019.  No decision was made on a 

purchase.  
 

. . .  The very next thing up on my screen was 

the óBalloon mobile Authentic Models Flying 
the Skies.ô  Five little balloons turning 

peacefully around each other. Black and white 

colors, all handmade. https://www.xmas -

passion.com/tienda/en/  
 

. . .  Before an  hour was up, the  óReindeer Hot 

Air Balloonô appeared as an ad on our 

computer.  Lemax , 2018.  4.72 x 8.46 x 14.92  
inches.  I realize computers have all this 

ósearch and findô stuff to help me out, but I 

still find it scary.  
 

. . .  I really do like these balloons, but not 

sure we have enough air space  for of all of 

them. I will be looking for óMountain High 

Adventure Tours.ô It looks like it belongs on 
our ski hill. Yes I know, hot air balloons are 

normally not launched from mountain tops.  

 

 

. . .  Has Dept. 56 ever done this? 

From Lemax Santa's Wonderland 
Collection , óSanta's Sleigh 

Maintenance Depot. ô (H x W x D) 7 -

1/4 x 7 -7/8 x 5 -3/4 inches ï 2007 , 

the Lemax Carole Towne Village -  
the elves have a workshop for 

Santa's sleigh . I like the concept 

and the look. It includes five or six 

working elves and the official 
observer  keeping a l ookout from 

above. Note: The Sleigh Depot  might 

be tough to find.  
 

óHot Air Balloonsô were everywhere! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xmas-passion.com%2Ftienda%2Fen%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2LijiiIalaDyH9FKJ-G1WKIIdgMmM1Uj2BOfDdwjdbpWX9TVurwPHgLuU&h=AT1M-PFjI-1Tj2fHpDkMpdnIxOwEKxZrCx3ov8MEkmmKaz5SG7W9cg5G7eknRejxzBgD4YWh3vUGX-u6MAMQ2vMxPxGFBP0hJ9lIr17V8GS00jc0ruIpS2vC_CLYRSWXiA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT12BzuTcglHD3gKWU5r21GPTLIshXR_nx3VT1m7OuQ1Loo64LR7l4ryimWoYqF6EsDJyJ65PNJK-9MOJ53L_fUq1C40Cq-yS7BWIOivpqsXjmzlIpu9d5BNweHRR55i8KQBAkWaihdDHHv7yrKtgxN0pB-9dVr9l2oibflg-p8YBhL5TMMPW_QXdZVSbzQxjEV9XfzPCo8rPo3eAw1zADxK
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xmas-passion.com%2Ftienda%2Fen%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2LijiiIalaDyH9FKJ-G1WKIIdgMmM1Uj2BOfDdwjdbpWX9TVurwPHgLuU&h=AT1M-PFjI-1Tj2fHpDkMpdnIxOwEKxZrCx3ov8MEkmmKaz5SG7W9cg5G7eknRejxzBgD4YWh3vUGX-u6MAMQ2vMxPxGFBP0hJ9lIr17V8GS00jc0ruIpS2vC_CLYRSWXiA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT12BzuTcglHD3gKWU5r21GPTLIshXR_nx3VT1m7OuQ1Loo64LR7l4ryimWoYqF6EsDJyJ65PNJK-9MOJ53L_fUq1C40Cq-yS7BWIOivpqsXjmzlIpu9d5BNweHRR55i8KQBAkWaihdDHHv7yrKtgxN0pB-9dVr9l2oibflg-p8YBhL5TMMPW_QXdZVSbzQxjEV9XfzPCo8rPo3eAw1zADxK
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. . .  óUptown Post Boxô ï Recently I spotted this small piece. Found it interesting and felt it would be 

a nice detail  in a óhigh rentô district of a display. Probably CIC, but Dickensô, or maybe even NEV 
could work. And all of a sudden, there it was, part of the ógiftô received from D56 for VNCC members 

signed up for the NCC Virtual Gathering. And itôs mine! I found it very amusing. Thanks to all 

responsible. Dept. 56, óUptown Post Box,ô 2012; we now have it. Ads show it with the D56 óUptown 

Clockô in a small town square or park. We have the clock, and the appropriate streetlights and 
benches ï Iôm pretty sure we can make a place for all of them. Plus, we have some ófancy people;ô 

sitting, standing and walking.  

 

 
 
 
 

                      

    

                                                      
 

. . .  óCity Tattoo,ô  Lemax, 2017. Do 

you think  we can use this house in 

our Chinatown? I donôt exactly love 

it, but it does have some Oriental 
writing on it. We are always looking 

for possible additions for that area. 

Your thoughts /opinions  please.   

. . .  I now know Santa is driving a 

1948 Willey's Jeepster Overland. 

He is pulling a trailer full of toys. 

The combo is approximately ten 

inches long. It is the first 
Limited - Edition accessory 

available  from The Dept. 56 

Forum  and it will be available 

soon.  It is compatible to all the 
villages. · They just concluded a 

highly successful contest , held for 

its members , to guess the identity 

of this piece . The winner was 

Susan from North Carolina ; her 
prize , the new Dept. 56 óFAO 

Schwarz,ô Christmas in the City,ô 

2021. ô You can find more info at: 

http://d56club.com  
 

Ë

Ë 

Ë

Ë 

http://d56club.com/
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. . .  The Dept. 56 2021 Village Retirements  will be announced November 5th; watch the internet.  
 

. . .  If you havenôt noticed, the pages are numbered correctly  on this column. Last column, that 
wasnôt the case. Thanks for the suggestions from several of you. This time, when I started a new 

page (as Iôd done before), now itôs all OK.  
        

. . .  Billy and Sharon Edwards are enjoying  their óUnofficial Celebrate the 45th Anniversary of Dept -
56 and Snow Village Tour.ô Iôm enjoying their  images /words . · So far theyôve been  to : Door County , 

WI ; Mackinac Island ; Frankenmuth ;  Dept -56's Platinum dealers ;   Stillwater , W oodbury , and 

Bayport ; Lowell Inn ; Bachman's , Eden Prairie ; Dept -56's Village 2 HQ;  Coon Rapids , Christopher 

Banks ;  Setzer's Pharmacy , St. Paul ;  St. Paul's Cathedral ; Terry Redlin's Art Gallery ; T ooley's Drug 
Store . Lucky #7! Best day yet! , Ruth Riedeman and her husband Bob Jennings ; Craft Barn , 

Shipshewana, IN.  Das Dutchman Essenhaus Inn , Middlebury IN ; The Village Shoppes , New Carlisle 
IN. They arenôt home yet, but this column is done. · Take a look at what they are sharing on the 

NCC Facebook Page  -  Billy provides better words and pictures  (and lots of both) . Iôm sure they will 

they take you home.  
 

. . .  Menards, Michaelôs and Fleet Farm ï I stopped by each store ï again. Still  looking for Lemax 

Spooky Town.  Nothing to see. All said óno stock  received .ô People at Michaelôs and Fleet Farm said 
lots of Christmas was already on pallets in their warehouse; not sure how much of it was Lemax. Let 

me know óyesô or ónoô about Lemax (Christmas) in your area ï please.   
 

                                                                                 
 
 

. . .  Additional abbreviations (I might use): AV ï Alpine Village  · CIC ï Christmas In The City  · DV -  

Dickensô Village · NEV ï New England Village  · NP ï North  Pole Village  · SV ï Original Snow Village.  

  
 

· 2,711 is the number of words in this JSYK ï not counting this line  · 

. . .  ñFaces Of Fear" ShockBox Collection with lights and 

sounds . Fully sculpted heads spring up from ShockBoxes 
boasting horrific details. Built - in colored lights and haunting 

sounds add eerie  atmosphere.  5-1/2" W x 6 -1/2" H (when 

closed) x 5 -1/2" D . Price:  $79.99 . Maybe  a nice  centerpiece  

for  the  Halloween  display  we  donôt ódo.ô And,  it  is a clown!  
 

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You can 

contact me at: s pears.duluth@juno.com,  105 E. Toledo St., Duluth, MN 

55811 or (218) 724 -6148.  
 

. .  . We live in Minnesota; we should 

have a statue like this. Paul Bunyan 
is big in most  of the  state  J. At 7 x 

2.75 x 3.25" inches tall, Paul Bunyan  

will make a nice feature in a park. 

We might need a few more parks. 
Introduced in 2019, cost $32.50.  

Dept. 56.  

. . .  I like the Lemax , óGhost 

Grasps Victimô 


