. . . Abbreviations: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC – The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights  D56 – Department 56  VN or VNCC – Village North Collectors Club – See more abbreviations on last page.
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years. Find
information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs
in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI: Northern Lights Collectors Club, Twin Cities, MN, Debbie Oehme, debo4x4@hotmail.com  Village North Collectors Club, Duluth MN/Superior, WI, Adelaide
Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  City Lights, Mankato, MN, Mary Zellmer, mzellmer@hickorytech.net 
D56 Builders and Treasurers, Janesville, Beloit WI/Rockford, IL, Charlene Swansboro.
. . . Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village. Thanks to the people who have offered
suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??
. . . Dates of note: October 11, Columbus Day  October 31, Halloween  November 5, Dept. 56
Retirement  November 7, Daylight Savings Time ends  November 11, Veterans Day  November
25, Thanksgiving  December 21, Winter begins  December 25, Christmas Day - All, well most, offer
vignette ideas/suggestions.
. . . September 2, Dept. 56 Facebook Live with Ms. Lit Town, Melinda Seegers. She did a nice explanation on D56 replacement parts, their sources and current availability. Many questions were
asked and answered that day on Facebook. Check it out, they could be the same as yours. Note: D
56 artist Scott Enter, the announced quest, was not with Melinda (no explanation was offered).
. . . http://department56club.com/ - the location of a new Dept. 56 oriented forum. To me,
forum is now the name/style for an email group. I look at it as a source for village information;
a place to exchange ideas. I joined, ‘davidg’ is me.  I’ve posted messages, answered/asked a
few questions and added my image to the forum. Some of the nuance’s still have me a bit confused; but I’ll get it (and they have help available). Stop by and say ‘Hi!’ to ‘davidg.’
. . . In the most recent version of the ‘Coach is Here’ in The Village Collector, Bill Channell talks
about many things again.  In ‘Show Your Village To The World,’ Jim Peters’ new column features
‘Choosing Video Editing Software For
a Computer.’ He sure knows a whole
lot about that stuff.  You can also
visit past issues of ‘Hauntsville’ and
‘Dickensville’ by Larry Treadwell. Larry is moving and new displays just
miss his displays and words.  ‘The
aren’t possible this year. We will all
Train Station’ by Brian Vaill new offering; ‘Add a train to your 2021
Christmas display and suggestions on track selection’  Remember you can find past ‘Just so you
know!’ columns on the site.  A NEW column!! coming to TVC soon.
. . . The newest Dept. 56 Snowpinions, is the ‘SnowGnomes.’ I don’t need them, but I do like the
‘Garden Gnome’ (with the bunnies). Oh, and his wheelbarrow with a small Holiday tree. Near four
inches tall. Designed by Kristi Jensen Pierro for D56. A small polar bear, who is a ‘Gnomes Best
Friend,’ also got my attention.
. . . “Believe in yourself, even when no one else will.”  Sasquatch
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. . . Jason, from ‘Friday The 13th’. I haven’t seen any of the
movies, but he doesn’t look like a pleasant person. Taller than
me, carrying a blooded machete, and wearing, what looks to
me, like a hockey goalies mask, I wouldn’t welcome him in
for trick or treating. //www.christmasvillagecreations.com/
He is approx. three inches tall.

. . . “If you wait too long for the perfect moment, the perfect moment will pass you by.”  Fortune
cookie

. . . Hot Wire has some Halloween help to offer. Take a look at “Terrifying Techniques You Might
Not Know!” Hot Wire Foam Factory. We have, and use, a variety of their equipment constructing many of our displays. http://gallery.hotwirefoamfactory.com/holiday/halloween/

. . . Love the colors and action!
Looks like everyone is having their
own kind of fun. They are the
Dept. 56 Snow Village Halloween,
‘Day Of The Dead Festive Dance;’’
Lemax Spooky Town, ‘Dia De Los
Muertos Vigil,’ and ‘The Skeleton
Mariachi Band.’ The size and quality
don’t match, but I’ll bet someone
could make it work. I believe they
belong together.

. . . A store, in this case Michael’s, had a newspaper ad showing 25% off Lemax Spooky Town and
Halloween Tiny Treasurers. I visited our local store; they have marked/reserved shelves, but no
product. I walked in, I walked out, no purchase, no smile.
. . . Dept. 56, ‘Tilton Station,’ New England Village, 2010. Not
at all familiar with this piece. But guessing if I’m even considering a train in New England, there should be a railway station.
I don’t remember our small town Midwest depots looking like
this; and mail out in the weather was a no, no. But then I
wasn’t the trainmaster, or the postmaster. Soooo . . .
. . . Your comments, opinions and questions are more than welcome! Oh yes, corrections as well.
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. . . ‘Jazz Funeral,’ lots of interest from others; we purchased this 2021 Lemax Spooky Town release last
month; $13.99 at Menard’s. I’ve had at least six people
tell me they have also acquired the Jazz Funeral since
then. You gotta know, its better looking, cuter, than my
picture portrays. They already sold all they had, including the ‘display model,’ at one of our Menard’s stores;
full price, no box. Remember, we don’t ‘do’ Halloween –
well maybe a small vignette.

. . . “My circle is so small, l started talking to myself.” – Online
. . . Minithings - I just today came across
this 2008 picture of sisters Lottie and Jean.
Thought maybe I’d say something about
them. Then an email popped up; Lottie
wanted me to use her new email address.
She is no longer doing Minithings. She
also said, “I still have a lot of minis in stock
and may attend a gathering if they have one
anymore and it's not too far to travel. I do
miss seeing everyone.”  Linda and I have
‘minithings’ entered twenty times on our
computer ‘purchased/look-up list.’ Most are
multiple items; we made a lot of happy
buys.  We also visited Lottie, and husband
George, when we were in Gettysburg, PA.

. . . ‘Corner Field Model Railroad Museum & Trading Post Train Shop’ located in Huntsburg Ohio; the
largest family owned model railroad in the United States. Layout is 32' x 145'. They have quite a
few Department 56 buildings on the museum layout. Google ‘corner field model railroad museum’ for
many images of this huge display.
. . . The Lemax Spooky Town, 2021, ‘Halloween Cats’ have joined the ‘Trick or Treating Dogs’ from
2015. The five black cats are all wearing costumes. Remember, the five costumed dogs are of different colors. These ten pets would liven up a Halloween display. Available at Michael’s.

. . . Lemax Spooky Town ‘Apparition Academy;’ the main sign continues saying “school for new
ghosts,” i.e., a ghost school. It has many smaller, fun signs; and includes seven studious ghosts.
(H x W x D): 7.56" x 5.98" x 4.88" inches. Year released: 2021. It may be worth looking at if you
would like a new/different detail in your Halloween display. Remember, the Apparition Academy is
the one and only school for new ghosts.
. . . “It is the glistening autumnal side of summer. I feel a cool vein in the breeze, which braces my
thought, and I pass with pleasure over sheltered and sunny portions of sand where the summer’s
heat is undiminished, and I realize what a friend I am losing.”  Henry David Thoreau
. . . I’ve been noticing on the D56 web site, the recent lack of measurements provided for people
and buildings. It’s just been that way the past couple years. Unfortunately it has carried over to
dealers and retired/aftermarket sites. I need to know this stuff.
. . . “I promise . . . . I’m the normal one in my family”  On-line
. . . A members ‘special item’ brought by Pierre Lemay: ‘Canadiens puck from game No. 7 in the
2021 Stanley Cup semifinals.’ I’ll bet that doesn’t happen at village club meetings very often. It’s
the Club Les Elfes du Village / The Village Elves Club; Blainville, Quebec.
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. . . ‘Sled Parking Only,’ Lemax 2020 – We had
two sled parking trees when I was a kid; also
sometimes a parking wall. We never did, however, have an official sign. Note: We do have the
extra sleds to go with this accessory.

. . . Menard’s is a chain of building supply stores in fifteen states; we have several in our area.
They currently sell seasonal holiday Lemax ‘Spooky Town,’ ‘Christmas Village’ products, model train
buildings, and some landscaping stuff. I’ve been asked “what is a Menard’s?” - now you know.

. . . A coach leaves after the passengers were Ringing The Christmas Bell in the town
square. Bill Channell needs to know Epping, NH, isn’t the only place with good transportation. This was in our 2019-2020 display here in Duluth, MN; right over there on top of our
china cabinet. Dept. 56 ‘Holiday Coach,’ Dickens’ Village, 1991. ‘Bell’ from Lemax, 2013.
Note: The ‘Coach is Here,’ is Bill’s column on his ‘The Village Collector’ web site.
. . . Been noticing a bunch of big, i.e., tall buildings featured in displays. They are mostly CIC and
with a New York look. I’ve always been attracted to the tall buildings from Dept. 56; always
thought they are just a bit much for what we do. Then I saw the tall buildings on TV, mostly NY
crime shows. I noticed tall buildings here and there, but many more short buildings all around. Bet I
could get used to the look now that I’ve seen it on TV. My list of tall Dept. 56 buildings includes:
‘Flatiron Building,’ 23.5″ tall; ‘The Empire State Building,’ 23.5″; ‘The Chrysler Building,’ 23.62;”
‘Woolworth Building,’ 19.33;” ‘Times Square,’ 18” inches; ‘Baltimore Clock Tower,’ 13.5;” ‘Daily
Planet,’ 16.14;” ‘Singer Building,’ 19.25.” We have none of these, so this would be a bit costly.
. . . Cute Halloween, Spooky Halloween – for some reason there seems to be more of a selection of
each this year. Oh yes, some even call Halloween Creepy. I really like the cute, costumed children,
but to me, Spooky should define Halloween. Creepy is some movies; or certain, unnamed, vignettes.
. . . This column comes out, no one knows when or why – including me! Just so you know!
. . . The number is on the bottom, but no name is provided on Lemax figurines packaging. I’m
talking about the ones that are displayed, hanging, in the clear containers. The figures name is on
the company price label stuck on at Michael’s.
. . . The Dept. 56 2021 Village Retirements will be announced November 5th; watch the internet.
. . . Our Village North club held our first meeting since February 20, 2020. Fun with friends!!

4|Page

. . . 50 years ago this Diamond Willow
walking stick was made for me by my
late boss, CMSgt Jerome A Blazevic.
Working crowd control at Donnybrooke
race track in Brainerd, MN, I had broken
a ‘carnival cane’ on a spectator’s knee.
He was about to walk into the path of a
CanAm race car just coming off the
track. Chief saw the incident on local TV
news; he told me I couldn’t break his
creation on any ones knee. Note: Several years later, I became the starter/flagman at the track; striped shirt,
green flag, checkered flag - everything.
The ‘Arrowhead Sports Car Club’ emblem came off just this summer; otherwise it still looks new.  For some reason
the walking stick is a real conversation
starter; I like that! It is attractive, very
well done and taller than most others. I
liked it when it was given; I truly appreciate it now as I use it frequently.

. . . What do you think of using this with our
‘normal’ (non-Halloween) carnival? I could
add a couple people, a few pumpkins and it
would be at home on our midway – ‘Into The
Witch's Brew,’ a Lemax Table Accent introduced in 2015. 3.94 x 4.21 x 3.94 inches.

. . . “Not For Sale” - saw the sign in front of a nice house on a rural road in Northern Minnesota. If
I had the time, I would have stopped to ask. . . . .
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. . . This is the first I’ve known of
this vehicle used by the NY Tunnel Police in the 1950’s. I’ve not
lived in NY, nor did I visit in the
‘50’s, but still I should have
heard/read about it somewhere. I
know if I had a vehicle tunnel in
our CIC display, this would be an
entertaining addition. I bet finding an operational; scale model
of such a thing would be tough,
really tough. This image was on
Facebook in September, posted
by ‘Historic Photographs.’ Note:
The car is a Packard. When I was
a kid, our neighbor, Mr. Blackmore, owned a Packard.

. . . ‘Hope is the most precious treasure to a person.’  Fortune cookie
X. . . Big, orange, held over his head; Lemax called it a ‘stereo.’ I took a poll; everyone had the same answer, ‘boom
box.’ That tells me the ad writer is either young or not ‘local.’
The new ‘Jitterbones Dance Party’ doesn’t show my favorite
dance style; but it does feature three dancing skeletons. The
one with a ‘stereo’ has a rose in his mouth; one is wearing
sunglasses; and the last one is wearing a feathered hat. 3.62
inches tall. Introduced 2021, Michaels Exclusive.

. . . Filippo Grandulli did a great job featuring this family out for their first
trick-or-treating experience. They
look like real people; hiding the base is
very nice touch. I saw the image on
’Lemax Addicts’ Facebook page, Sep 11,
2021. It is a really nice photo. ‘Lemax
Spooky Town,’ 2021, ‘First Halloween.’
W/H/D: 3.78 x 2.72 x 1.65 inches. Oh
yes, I did notice dad’s shirt; “The Walking Dad.” Note: I had a choice of one at
Michael’s, I bought it! - 30% off.
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. . . I called Mills Fleet Farm before making another stop for Lemax Spooky Town. They said come
ahead, and it’s the right time – they are 30% off. I got there, the shelves were bare; except for the
signs saying “30% off Lemax Spooky Town.”
. . . “Common sense is a flower that doesn’t grow in everyone’s garden.”  On-line
. . . If you haven’t noticed, the pages are not numbered correctly on this column. Word, from Microsoft, and I, are again not agreeing. I don’t understand and haven’t yet figured it out. The numbers go 1,2,3,4, and then begin again with 1. Any suggestions would be much appreciated.

. . . This clown showed up
at a Village North Collectors Club party a couple of
years ago. I believe it was
at Kim and Ken’s house in
Cloquet, MN. It had to be
someone we knew; it was
the club, ‘invite only,’ Halloween Party. Maybe he
was traveling incognito?

……………………

. . . The sisters were excited to show me their new purchases; USB LED Single Light Cords from
Dept. 56 (powered by any USB port), and a Balkin power supply from Target. They work well together to provide needed light with no ‘plug in’ power cords. Approx $20 for the power supply. $25
for the light; including light, switch and USB power adapter. Looks like a good combination to light a
vignette on the center of a dining room table. Thanks to Roberta and Adelaide.
. . . Three chain stores with limited, or no, Lemax so far this fall; not good and a bit scary. If I
‘push,’ most of the time I hear “shipping problems.” Hopefully things will get better before Christmas.  It is still better than no local Dept. 56 - at all. I can remember at least a dozen dealers within easy driving distance. And it really wasn’t all that long ago. That is really scary.
. . . He was my boss, CMSgt Blazevic (diamond willow walking stick). I was in the Minnesota Air National Guard for 34 years; 28 as a full time employee. Somebody was going to ask .
. . . Additional abbreviations (I might use): AV – Alpine Village  CIC – Christmas In The City  DV Dickens’ Village  NEV – New England Village  NP – North Pole Village  SV – Original Snow Village.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You can
contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St., Duluth, MN
55811 or (218) 724-6148.

Reader comments:
. . . “Reading JSYK is one of the highlights of my month! This morning, I was inspired to bring in 8
tubs from the garage - time to start taking down the spring/summer displays and decorations. Time
to start Christmas! Thanks for the inspiration!”  MR
. . . “Thank you for always inspiring, educating and sharing excellent ideas in JSYK, David. What a
clever and refreshing way you disseminate information! Never stop!”  RH
. . . “Another great column - fun to read and filled with great information! Thanks. Loved the pictures of your display.”  MR
. . . “Again, thanks so much for JSYK.”  BD
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