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. . . Nine columns January  1 Thru May 5 , 2021  . . .  This is the tenth óissueô for 2021 ï óJust 
so you know!ô 
 

.  . . Abbreviations : NCC ï National Council of 56 Clubs  · JSYK ï Just so you know!  · TVC 

ï The Village Collector  · VDL ï Village D -Lights  · D56 ï Department 56  · VN or VNCC ï 

Village North Collectors Club  ï See more abbreviations on last page.  
 

. . .  I find  we have the óBurgermeister Hausô (mayorôs house) , D56 , Alpine Village. 

Researching my l ast column I discovered  we possessed the Mayor, now I find we have his 

house . Iôm never too old to learn ï or to be surprised with what we have .  
 

. . .  After my last few columns, I ôve been asked what buildings we have available to use in 

our Chinatown . I t seems I must have an interest in them. Let me say that we have none 

of the fancy facades and buildings Iôve been finding (and writing about). Our 

Chinatown/Asian ódisplayô is always different and we never know where it will be (or how 

large) . Following are the buildings  we hav e. Dept. 56: CIC, óJade Palace Chinese 
Restaurant;ô Monopoly, óOriental Express;ô DV, óCanton Tea Trading;ô  A Christmas Story, 

óChop Suey Palace;ô CIC, óRussian Tea Room;ô DV, óThe China Trader;ô CIC, óThe Golden Ox 

Market;ô CIC, óWongôs in Chinatown;ô CIC óPotterôs Tea Seller.ô Lemax: óCherry Blossom 

Restaurant;ô óMays Tea House;ô óPorcelain Vendor;ô óChanôs Chinese Antiques;ô ôOriental 

Ceramics Gift Shop ;ô ôThe Pagoda Restaurant.ô Plus we use the D56 óSubway Entrance,ô and 

a óWelcome to China Town Arch.ô Our Chinatown  is certainly not factual , or true to 

anything, but we like óthe look .ô We even have óCharlie Chan, ô Tracyôs Collectibles , a gift 
from friends Mike/Lani,  after a  Chicago Gathering .  

 

 

. . .  óChristmas At Grandma's,ô D56 

Snow Village , January 2010. In my 
family, itôs much more like 

óChristmas at Aunt Mildredôs 

and Uncle Charlieôs.ô They had 

the fireplace, Christmas tree with 

presents, and big windows; th e 

D56 house is missing their large 
front porch. My grandparents lived 

in a duplex and the other set lived 

in small town farmhouse.  Note: 

None of our family homes had a 

ñminiature village on the mantleò 

as does  óChristmas at Grandmaôs.ô  
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. . . Next scheduled  Ms. Lit Town Dept. 56 Facebook Live:  Thursday , June 3rd , 2021 , at  
4 ï 4:30 p.m.  CDT · Dept. 56 Facebook Live  will only be held once per month ;  on the first 

Thursday, in June, July and August .  
 
 

           
 
 

. . .  Stan Higgins  was a clown for a Hollywood Masonic Clown Lodge and the Shriners. His 

clown name was óSqueaky.ô He made balloon animals for children at the Shriners Hospital 

and in holiday parades. Stan was a member of the Village Addicts ; he was their Treasurer 

for five  years and a two  term President. When his term of office was over, as a parting gift, 

they  presented him  a set of 6 clowns from Tracy's Collectables .  The Tracy's painted one of 

the clowns as Squeaky.  Unfortunately, Stan passed away a few years ago, but he had his 
Squeaky clown with him until the end.  For this information, my thanks to Myrna  -  Village 

Addicts, Los Angeles, CA . 

 

                  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
. . .  ñYou must understand that there is more than one path to the top of the mountain.ò · 

Miyamoto Musashi  
 

. . .  Jim Peters wrote  in his most recent column,  ñnot enough timeò for all the village ideas . 

I agree ;  but the other half of our óproblemô is not enough storage space.  Note: We only 

have a two bedroom house and  a three car garage.  
 

. . .  Dates of note : May 31, Memorial Day  ·  June 14, Flag Day  ·   June 20, Father ôs Day  ·  

June 20, Flag Day  ·  July 4,  Independence Day  ·   All offer vignette ideas/suggestions.  

 

Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years. 

Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:  

http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for 

possible clubs in your area.ò ï Linda and I belong to the Village North  

Collectors Club , an NCC member club.  
 

. . .   I found this picture of 
Marge Bong . The  image is  with 

her husband , Richard Bong , on 

the fuselage of his  P-38  aircraft .  

Remember , he was the U.S. 

óAce of Acesô during WWII. I 

mentioned them last column, 
but couldnôt find this image.   

. . .  Lemax Carnival óRocket Ride,ô 

2011, includes two kids , a dog  

(and parents) . Looks like a 

natural to me. Itôs even 
animated.  Should be in our 

carnival. I understand it will be 

tough to find. Not too large, H 

4.13 x 6.5 W x D 4.25 inches.   
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. . .  ñThe grass is greener where your water it.ò   
 

. . .  Dept. 56 announced winners  of the ó5/6 Contest ô and the May óSnow Village Trivia 
Contest .ô Diane Welch from Texas was the 56th person to say hello from her hometown and 

Jean Silvestri Zucker, Florida , guessed that the first standalone Snow Village  brochure was 

published in 1979.  Congrats to the winners. This info was posted May 14 on the D56 

Facebook page.  
 

. . . óHarry Potter Village,ô The Bradford Exchange ; the words are back as ads in 

various places. The ópeopleô seem nicely done, two inches tall. The buildings may be a 

bit óshortô for what I would expect for a Harry Potter village. You can see all at: 

www.bradfordexchange.com  
 

. . .  I just saw a note from 2008. Linda suggested  we/I buy these folks i.e., Sesame 

Street characters ; Ernie, Bert, Cookie Monster, Elmo  and Big Bird . They now regularly 

appear as a marching unit in our display parades. They add a little fun; and folks of a 

certain age notice them right away.    

 

. . .  ñSince there is only one of me. .. Does that make me endangered or a limited 

edition?ò 

. . . The number is 48 ! I asked Jim Peters how many trailers he owned. His 

official trailer/RV count was: 17 Lemax; 6 D56; 8   JWM Collection 

Roadside Christmas; 2 Gerson; 2 Hawthorne Village; 2 Holiday Time; 2 

Greenlight; 2 Die -cast G -scale; 2 Woodland Scenics O -scale; 2 of unknown 
mfg.; 1 St. Nicholas Square; 1 Carole Towne and 1 Northlight all equal the 48 

total. These are ólive inô trailers; he has more used to ósell things.ô I really 

enj oyed his first trailer park in 2014 , photo above; video available,  

htt ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h69NTLOX6qw  

 

http://www.bradfordexchange.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h69NTLOX6qw


4 | P a g e  
 

 

                                                           
 

. . . Village D -Lights  ï 2nd  Quarter  2021  ï The current issue began arriving in the mail 

around the country on May 17 th  -  ours came too! Paging through  the magazine , I still miss 

reading one  longtime column ï óJust so you know!ô  
 

 

   
 

 

. . .  ñI am starting to think I will never be old enough to know better.ò 
 

. . . Linda and I  took advantage of the 5 0% off sale  D56 offered on May 6;  buying  NEV 
óLooking For Purrfect Weather ;ô and Little Town, óTending The Camel. ô They arrived in  

Duluth on  May 11. We like each of them. Maybe could/should have selected another item or 

two to defray the shipping cost.  
 

. . .  NEV, D56 óMaster Sign Painter,ô Iôm always looking for artists painting. How come  no 
one mentioned him  to me? This might not contain an easel, but Iôll bet  heôs an artist.  

. . . Lemax , Carnival Village , óLost 

Raftersô 2020. The six r afts spin 

on the revolving floor ; l ights along 

the main sign are on ; l ights around 
the base flash on and off 

alternately.  Not sure about the 

óorange waves;ô or why it has 

Christmas wreaths and trees; and 

no tice the kids are wearing winter  

wear. H 8.54 x W 11.42 x D 11.42 
inches . 

 

 

. . .  ñIt looks like a boat that 
long ago settled on the shores 
of Margaritaville. Today, it 
serves as the most interesting 
souvenir and memorabilia shop 
on the island.ò D56 describes  
óMargaritaville Pirate Treasuresô 
using those words. When weôve 
looked at it before, we said, 
well, nothing. Now we both 
sort of like it . Our 
Margaritaville vignette is nice 
as it is. We have all of the D56 
accessories to make our ónon 
D56ô pieces look good. Maybe 
we could add  one óofficialô 
building. Introduced January 
2019.  7.1" H x 5.9" W x 9" L.  
$139.95  
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. . .  National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI : Northern Lights Collectors Club , Twin Cities , 
MN,  Debbie Oehme , debo4x4@hotmail.com  · Villa ge North Collectors Club , Duluth 

MN/Superior, WI , Adelaide Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  ·  City Lights , Mankato, MN , Mary 
Zellmer , mzellmer@hickorytech.net  ·  D56 Builders and Treasurers , Janesville, Beloit 

WI/Rockford, IL , Charlene Swansboro .  
 

. . .  ñI hate when people accuse me of lollygagging when Iôm quite clearly dilly dallying.ò 
 

. . . As I watered flower pots in our front yard, I  had the feeling someone else was there.  

Standing five feet away , watching me ,  was a fox. She stood there for a couple minutes ótil 

I stood up; she then moved maybe six feet, stopped, turned around to look back. Then she 

walked away. Note: I say ósheô because earlier in the week I saw her with three ókits.ô  
 

        

                                                             
 
 

·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·   4 th  Anniversary óThe Village Collectorô  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·   
 

. . .  May 20 was  the 4th Anniversary of The Village Collector . It would be nice if you stop by 

http://thevillagecollector.com/  and  said óHi!ô And maybe a óThank 

youô to Bill Channell, webmaster. The site is approaching 2 00,000 
visits. · Remember y ou can find past óJust so you know!ô columns 

on  the site;  Jim Peters has  a new column and you can also view 
past issues of óHauntsvilleô and óDickensvilleô by Larry Treadwell.  
    

·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·   ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  · · ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  · 
 

. . .  I saw a picture of toilet paper rolls cut in half; they were standing on end with a 

village figurine(s) in each one. They described it as ñEveryone has their place well 

protected .ò Kind of neat storage place for pieces you have with no packaging.  It was posted 

by Dadou Leguen on the Lemax Addi cts  Facebook  page.   
 

                                

. . .  Tell me this isnôt attractive; 

óGigiôs French Bakery.ô Not sure 
yet where it belongs; but it sure 

looks like it would be at our 

house  (in a display). Lemax  

2016. 8.78 H x 8.43 W x 5.08 D, 

inches. Accessories to use with it: 

We have Minithings  tables of 
óChristmas Goodiesô and óDonuts 

& Roll s;ô maybe the D56 NEV 

óCookies For Everyone,ô or maybe 

one of the óChristmas Bazaarô 

pieces. Notice no snow, so if you 

are weather conscious, your 

choices may be fewer. Lemax 
also offers bakery people ï looks 

like we have a lot to go with it.  

 

mailto:debo4x4@hotmail.com
mailto:amcline@chartermi.net
mailto:mzellmer@hickorytech.net
http://thevillagecollector.com/
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. . .  New York ófoldable pizzaô ï didnôt even know óthose wordsô existed together. Now I 

see them in ads. Am I going to learn about pizza forever?   
 

. . . ñIf you have no critics youôll likely have no success.ò ·  Fortune cookie  

 
                                                                                         

                
 

 

 
                                                                                

  

 . . .  ñGreat thoughts come from the heart.ò · Fortune cookie                  
 

 

  
 
 
. . .  More or less of anything? I asked this question in the April 20 th ,  óJust so you know;ô Is 

there anything you would like me to add  to JSYK? Is there anything you would like me to 
eliminate  from JSYK?  · I received one reply. You know who you were ï and thanks!  Note: 

On May 5 th , I asked again and received two replies ï again thanks! Itôs OK, Iôm not asking 

again.  You had your chance, now you get what I write ï just so you know!   
 

. . . Dept. 56  Facebook Live , May 20 th  with Ms. Lit Town. Patriotic theme; red, white and 

blue were the colors. Melinda Seegers shared some of her id eas for the season. She 

named the contest winners from her previous session and also mentioned she will be 

participating in the NCC Virtual Mini Convention  on July 31.    

 

. . .  TVC videos  ï Iôve been watching the new selections http://thevillagecollector.com/  -  
Iôm up to number 6  of the 10 display videos. The total running time is 62 minutes. So far 

itôs great fun!  

Indicates front of hotel  

. . .  Art  De Vive , l ives in  Quebec  (per  his  Facebook  page).  I  saw  these  images  on  

Facebook    Lemax Addicts  page ,  May 6, 2021 . On the left is a órehabô of the Lemax 
óOxford Hotelô (on the right). I really like his choice of colors.                 

 

Memorial Day  -  Honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. 

military . Memorial Day  2021 will occur on Monday, May 31.  

 

http://thevillagecollector.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3505040251/user/100057035900332/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVp_U_10ZIS8mwigzQMg0JVKYzIgYJtbS5buVGiy4xUtirMq-rPdiXXKGc03PYKboa7ZDmNmkMKnLiSmT1KbAKddVGuFOypbgrTvwwzIHmG17XK_--EDjbHu4s5YQNp05i2QpLVCshvflBkcnuGjOrCE6hepJM2bahXbS86v3P7rQ&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Quebec-Quebec-114990258511923/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVeguWjQMMk-UFqesZjsgxU-vj7wEbDzyWrTkPQo_jGQ0EoalpG8A7TwZ009_mZL9vWilkAjIXA7cWcaVvKkj9vLB43iEY-baNTlB90EE0UE9pRcWwI_3eF7gCzU5oBixWNOGecxuaL-sm4rD2aql5UArTILZSBIJ6pW5T_8K9h3uI9TGNrXTjiyUh921wRUVuLFBgB8_6a1o1K2iD60kmt&__tn__=%2Cd%3C%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Quebec-Quebec-114990258511923/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVeguWjQMMk-UFqesZjsgxU-vj7wEbDzyWrTkPQo_jGQ0EoalpG8A7TwZ009_mZL9vWilkAjIXA7cWcaVvKkj9vLB43iEY-baNTlB90EE0UE9pRcWwI_3eF7gCzU5oBixWNOGecxuaL-sm4rD2aql5UArTILZSBIJ6pW5T_8K9h3uI9TGNrXTjiyUh921wRUVuLFBgB8_6a1o1K2iD60kmt&__tn__=%2Cd%3C%2CP-R
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. . .  ñGetting restaurant -quality pizza from the 

comfort of home with top - rated pizza ovens! ò  This suggestion appeared for us on 
Facebook . I may  be ótalking/thinking ô too much  about pizza.  
 

. . .  Minnesota  enter ed the  Union  as the 32nd state on  May 11, 1858 . One hundred 

years later I graduated from high school.  

 

      
 

 
. . .  Additional abbreviations : AV ï Alpine Village  · CIC ï Christmas In The City  · DV -  

Dickensô Village · NEV ï New England Village  · NP ï North Pole Village  · SV ï Original Snow 

Village   

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You 

can contact me at: s pears.duluth@juno.com,  105 E . Toledo St., 

Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724 -6148.   

 

. . .  Itôs gardening season at our 

house; we could /should  really use 

a greenhouse to grow plants. In 

real life this might be a bit small 
for us, however for a display I 

really like the look. And they left 

the door open  for us. Iôm going 

to be looking for one  óin person.ô 

Lemax 2018 óVictorian 

Greenhouse. ô 5.87 H x 6.89 W x 
6.10 D inches.  
 


