. . . Abbreviations: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC
– The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights  D56 – Department 56  VN or VNCC –
Village North Collectors Club – See more abbreviations on last page.
. . . If you read JSYK on ‘The Village Collector’ website, please let Bill know. He needs to
know I’m a help to TVC?  http//thevillagecollector.com/contact-us  Remember past issues
of my column are also available there.
. . . Dept. 56 Facebook Live Aug 5, 2021 – Creative Director Rick Jackson subbed for
Melinda Seegers. The short program featured Kiri Namtvedt, Dept. 56 artist. They
discussed her various talents in conceiving ideas, drawing, painting and sculpting to create
figures for Dept. 56 villages. She has been with the company over twenty years.
. . . ‘Celebrating 35 years of New England Village’ – Village D-Lights is offering a Special
Commemorative Issue. This one-time, over 100 page (all NEV) issue, will be available
autumn 2021. Ordering info will be in the 3rd Quarter VDL. Dept. 56 retired NEV in 2020.

. . . ‘Chelsea On the Thames Pub,’ Dept.
56
says,
“This
friendly
drinking
establishment is located just on the
edge of the Thames River where the
outside steps lead down to the water. It
is a local gathering place for salty
seamen and local street vendors.”
Introduced January 2021. I’m thinking
we should be expanding our Dickens’
waterfront. I like the idea, and look of
this ‘house.’ 8.7 h x 5.63 w x 5.2 l. 
The
accessory,
‘Preparing
For
Tomorrows Catch;’ a fisherman is
repairing nets for the next day’s work.

Evonne was her smile  Evonne Marie (MacDonald) Schlichting
of Duluth, MN, passed away on July 24, 2021 while living at Bee
Hive Memory Care in Duluth. Evonne was born in Duluth on
January 22, 1941 to William and Emma MacDonald. Evonne
enjoyed camping, fishing, reading, movies, cooking, baking and
volunteering, but mostly enjoyed spending time with her family
and friends; including those friends at her Red Hat Club, Village
North Collectors Club and Craft Club. A graveside service will be
held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to
a charity of your choice.  We lost a friend
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. . . It’s soon time to be thinking
about local winter happenings.
One is the sport of curling. I
know we already have the Dept.
56, ‘The North Pole Curling
Team’; and the Lemax, ‘A Day of
Curling.’ Now I see there is a
Luville
accessory,
‘Playing
Curling.’ I was thinking they
would be hard to use together in
a display. After putting the three
pictures on the same page, I’m
not so sure. Note they each have
brooms, stones and the ‘house;’
the four colored rings at the end
of the ‘sheet.’ Now let’s see; how
about some matching trees, and
maybe a seated audience – we
have a lot of ‘sitting down’ elves.
And, we even have extra curling
brooms
and
stones
from
Minithings – just in case.
         

. . . ‘The Plaza Restaurant;’ it features a violinist playing for a couple dining at a table. You
see them through the window, inside/upstairs. Downstairs and outside, a waiter is pouring
wine for a seated couple. Lemax Caddington Village – 2008. I could easily see it in the
historic district of Christmas In The City. Note: ‘Historic’ means to me, it is not a modern
building.
. . . I had to hurry, but I managed to get all of our flowers watered before it started to rain.
. . . Frances wrote to me: “You have asked for comments at times, so here is mine: you
have one of these, you have an elf; you have two or more, you have elves.” Note: I
called them elf’s in my last column. I’d say thanks to her, but I think she enjoyed
correcting me a tad too much. 
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years.
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for
possible clubs in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
. . . “Once in a lifetime you meet someone who changes everything!”  Online
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. . . ‘The Majestic Theater,’ I saw
it, I liked it; I saw it, I liked it;
etc., etc. Didn’t buy it! Saw it at
‘G & L Christmas Barn’ after the
‘NE Harvest Gathering,’ October
2013 – really liked it! Should
have made the purchase – would
have had to ship it back home,
soooo,
no!
Now
it’s
very
expensive and hard to find. Has
that ever happen to you? It’s a
D56, CIC, 2000 Limited Edition
(15,000), 25th Anniversary piece.
The G & L Christmas Barn, now
closed, was in Windham, CT.

. . . “Allow disruptions to deepen your concentration”  Fortune Cookie
. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI: Northern Lights Collectors Club, Twin Cities,
MN, Debbie Oehme, debo4x4@hotmail.com  Village North Collectors Club, Duluth
MN/Superior, WI, Adelaide Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  City Lights, Mankato, MN, Mary
Zellmer, mzellmer@hickorytech.net  D56 Builders and Treasurers, Janesville, Beloit
WI/Rockford, IL, Charlene Swansboro.
. . . “If you could bring back any one Village piece for just one year, what piece would
you like to see us "re-make"?” Dept. 56 has been getting a lot of replies since they asked
the question July 22 on Facebook. This piece came up many times; ‘Todd and Margo’s
House,’ D56, Snow Village National Lampoon Christmas Vacation. I had to look it up, didn’t
recognize the name (or the picture). I don’t know the story, but the house doesn’t look
special to me. Lot’s of money - if you can find one.
. . . Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village. Thanks to the people who
have offered suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??
. . . Dates of note: August 17, Linda’s Birthday  September 6, Labor Day  October 11,
Columbus Day  October 31, Halloween  November 7, Daylight Savings Time ends 
November 25, Thanksgiving  All, well most, offer vignette ideas/suggestions. Note: I also
mentioned Linda’s birthday last year.
. . . Bill changes the village videos on The Village Collector the 15th of every month – just
so you know! This time eight videos; a total of 59 minutes; I watched each of them.
Hope to see the August 15th change soon – well on the 15th.
. . . After seeing a couple of stuffed/real giraffes, I looked at our ‘village zoo’ versions. I’m
thinking ours are a bit small. A real one is 14-18 feet tall, ours less than three inches tall. A
‘village’ giraffe could be at least nine or ten inches tall. I’m well aware proper portions
aren’t always important – but people the same height as the animal? I’ve already found a
couple new choices in local stores; no purchase, yet.
. . . Scott Enter, Dept. 56 artist, will be the quest on the September Dept. 56 Facebook
Live with Ms. Lit Town, Melinda Seegers. The date will be Thursday, September 2, 4 p.m.
CST.
3| Page

. . . This ‘Elf Training For Fun’ accessory can be
seen busy outside the ‘Scout Elves in Training’
building. Dept. 56 says “Before the Elf On The
Shelf Scouts receive their assignment, each Elf
gets their proper training at Scout Elves in
Training.” Introduced and retired in 2019, I’m not
the least bit familiar with this set. In case you
can’t tell, I like the North Pole accessory more
than the building.
. . . Japanese artist Tatsuya Tanaka creates amazing miniature dioramas using common
household items. Don’t take a look unless you have time to view all sixty - featured at:
https://digitalsynopsis.com/design/miniature-dioramas/ They are clever and fun.
. . . “Thanks for teaching me the meaning of plethora - it means a lot”  Online
. . . In the most recent version of the ‘Coach is Here’ (in The Village Collector), Bill
Channell talks about ‘The ‘BERS months,’ plus other stuff.  In his next column ‘Show Your
Village To The World,’ Jim Peters
features short videos made for TV
the Pros.’  You can also visit
and internet news; called ‘Watch
past issues of ‘Hauntsville’ and
‘Dickensville’ by Larry Treadwell.
Halloween and Christmas are
coming fast; I look forward to
seeing his 2021 creations  Remember, ‘The Train Station’ by Brian Vaill is with us on
TVC. ‘Lighting’ is the subject of Bill’s next column.  Remember you can find past ‘Just so
you know!’ columns on the site as well.  http://thevillagecollector.com/

. . . My Diamond Willow walking stick was with
me at Maxistock 2021; an outside music festival
near Proctor, MN. Between noon and six, eight
different bands; ‘open jam’ after that. Several
readers asked about the walking stick when I
mentioned it in my last JSYK; Linda happened to
take this picture. It is much better looking than this
small image shows. My boss made it for me in
1971. Musicians Maxi and Steve host this gathering
of musicians and friends every July. We are
fortunate to be in the friends group.

. . . 200,000 visits! Bill Channell is happy – well more than happy. His ‘The Village
Collector’ website reached that number at 10 p.m. July 29, 2021. He started TVC May 20,
2017. You can check out his excitement at: http://thevillagecollector.com/ I’m sure he has
shared it there by now 
. . . “First, we noticed deer looking both ways before crossing city streets. Recently we saw
three deer “walking” down a sidewalk. It appears they are better trained than most
children.”  Village D-Lights, JSYK, June/July 2009
. . . “There’s no need to drive me crazy, I’m close enough to walk.”  On line
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. . . ‘The Disney Collectible
Parade’ (set of 8), would certainly
make a colorful addition to our
displays. We always seem to
have a parade and these friendly
characters
would
attract
attention.
All
of
today’s
youngsters may not recognize
them, but I’m betting the
‘oldsters’ would. They are 3-4
inches tall (maybe a bit big).
Note: Did you notice Pluto’s car
has flat times? Oh yes, and the
vehicles are each numbered.

. . . It’s called ‘Family Tradition;’ from
Lemax, 2020. Can anyone tell me
what the lady is about to share with
the kids? We had several guesses at
our house, but nothing we were sure
of. Linda thinks it could be ‘Monkey
Bread.’ The origin of the term
"monkey bread" comes from the
pastry being a finger food; the kids
would pick apart the bread as a
monkey would. Suggestions/ideas?
- $8.99, 2.56 inches tall.
. . . Always had an interest in ‘corner buildings.’ So when I came across ‘The Corner Barber
Shop,’ Lemax 2016, I had to take a look. It is really not anything I was looking for. Then I
noticed the D56 1991 SV ‘Jack’s Corner Barber Shop.’ And then many other barber shops:
Bradford Exchange (several choices); Dept. 56 (all but Alpine? offered barber shops);
Lemax (more than a few of their villages had them), Luville (I found a couple). I decided to
stop wandering around, fearing I might just decide I need a barber shop collection. Note: If
you look at my hair situation, it takes Linda maybe five minutes to accomplish the task. So
is a barber shop necessary. Note #2: Every time I turn on the computer I now receive an
ad for a barbershop(s).
. . . Really a change: 19 ads not VDL or D56; Oct/Nov 2009 Village D-Lights – in 35 pages
 3 ads not VDL or D56; Village D-Lights, Qtr. 2, 2021 – in 49 pages.
. . . What is a Town Tinker? Dept. 56, ‘Town Tinker,’ New England Village, 1995. I’ve
seen photos, Googled it, still don’t know; any help would be appreciated.
. . . ‘Cattle Drive’ is a new series offered by King and Country. So far they offer three
cowboys on horseback and several choices of Texas Longhorn Cattle. I truly didn’t realize
cattle came in such a wide selection of colors and patterns. They are all expensive.
https://www.kingandcountry.com/ Thanks to Sandy, I took a look.
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. . . Not particularly well done,
but it is a ‘Barbershop
Quartet.’ From Lemax 1998, it
could happily be added to our
many musical groups. As long
as they can sing, they
belong with us.
         

. . . ‘Golfing Gnome - The Gods
of Golf’ - an image of this guy is
going to either be an advertising
sign, or a background ‘figure,’
for our (display) golf course. At
5 inches, he is too tall for our
display, but he is too nice to
not use somewhere; even if just
his image. /www.aemavi.com/
. . . Listed as new for 2021, this Lemax façade is called, ‘Christmas City.’ Of special note,
one of the four stores is ‘Christmas Villages & More.’ It even shows little houses in the
window; and on the sidewalk outside. The others featured are ‘AJ & Sons Toy Store,’
‘Jeweler & Engraver’ and the ‘Corner Café.’ H 10.83 x W 10.63 x D 4.53 inches. Very
Christmas colorful.

. . . Who's hungry? The bright yellow
‘Taco Cart,’ is attached to a bicycle. The
vendor’s hat and the cart umbrella match.
The three-piece set has a height of 3.9
inches. That would make them just right in
our carnival; or as street vendors. Lemax
2021.

. . . Remember, ‘The Village Collector’ has announced the First Ever “World Wide Virtual
Village Gathering.” It will take place from Monday, November 14, 2022 for two weeks –
through Cyber Monday, November 28, 2022.
. . . “My life is based on a true story.” – Online
. . . Department 56 August 3, 2021 - Facebook Page. D56 asked, under TIPS FOR NEW
COLLECTORS: “What accessory or landscaping item do you have several of, or find the
most useful in your Village display?” Trees were the most popular answer. - No real
surprise to me.
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. . . A few of my thoughts on the ‘National Council of 56 Clubs Virtual Mini Gathering,’
Saturday, July 31, 2021. I ‘attended’ the entire three hours on Zoom (with no camera or
mic). That was OK, ‘cause I was just there to watch and listen (not talk). Sue Chretien and
of keeping things going.  Happy the
Richard Puckett did a good job
NCC will be able to donate
$7,500 to ‘9-11 First Responders
Children’s Foundation.’  Lots
of prize drawings throughout the
event. A list of the prizes, and
names of the winners, is available of
the NCC website.  Ms. Lit
Town, Melinda Seegers, shared
 Martha and Barry Jack had
much helpful D56 information.
prepared a good ‘how-to’ for
making display water using toilet
paper. Hope there is a video
available. Note: Never did actually
see Barry.  Victoria Lehman,
Hot Wire Foam Factory, made a
shown as part of a nice vignette. 
Styrofoam ‘dock’ that was later
Cheral Crossland showed us a whole bunch of ways to make ‘cone trees.’  The ‘break time’
was a good idea.  Ms. Lit Town answered ten, attendee submitted, questions as the final
speaker.  My notes say 308 people signed up for the event; 215 (the number posted on
the bottom of the Zoom screen) were able to attend.  Awards presented: Robin Hervey,
‘NCC 2020 Collector of the Year’ – Judy Severance and Pete Baer, ‘2020 NCC Presidents
Award(s).’
. . . This image reminds me very much
of the first ‘non-dancing’ date Linda
and I shared. We were near Superior
Bay on Park Point in Duluth, MN. The
couple doesn’t look like us, and we were
dressed much more ‘summer;’ but the
idea is certainly there. We drank our
wine from Mason Jars (with handles);
but that’s another story.  This image
came from the August 3, 2021 Lemax
Addicts posting of Joanna Villegas. It
was titled “Welcome to my Vineyard &
Winery. Free wine for all! Cheers!” She
also said “When you are stressed take
wine, if you are still stressed take more
wine.” Lots of fun pictures included in
the posting.  Question: Is anyone able
to ID this couple for me? I think it’s
from Luville, and could be called
‘Picnic?’ A source would be helpful.





. . . She sure looks right for the part, ‘Shopping
Grandma,’ by Lemax - 2013. Grandma would
certainly fit right in with our downtown Christmas
shoppers (she even has a dog and a teddy bear).
Approx. size (H x W x D) 2.76 x 3.27 x 1.77 inches.
Is it possible to have too many shoppers?
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. . . ‘Circus Model Builders;’ I visited their 2021 National Convention held at the Duluth
Depot. Some were willing to talk about their hobby. Very many sizes in people, animals,
vehicles, and structures in their displays. Example: the figures went from very tiny, under a
half inch, to pretty large, maybe eight to ten inches tall. I’m pretty sure I like the circus
people, and the large open top tents, best. Of course, the clowns got my attention right
away. This group travels the country showing of their circus collections in many venues.
When you see ‘Circus Model Builders’ at an event, take a look. They show some fun stuff!

. . . The top display offers four levels of circus parades, each parade maybe eight feet
long. The height of the horses is two inches. Yes, a very big parade!  Lower/left – Note the
three different size of the white circus wagon. The figures are village size.  Lower/right –
A very, very colorful circus wall hanging. I wish Linda would have seen this.
. . . “Small drink containers – before I open a can of V8 Juice®, I shake it. I find it best
not to shake a can of Diet Coke®. And shaking a carton of milk just makes me look silly –
just so you know!” VDL, JSYK, December/January 2010
. . . Have I mentioned Conway? He lives next door and greets us frequently
owner’s window. The other evening, Linda had him ‘meow’ long distance with
brother Loren in North Carolina. Yes, Linda had a cat ‘talking’ on the phone. They
when I went outside.
8

from his
her twin
cut it off
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. . . They might be shiny, but I’ll
bet they would be happy in our
carnival. I like to see ‘sales
people’ and kids at carnivals; the
colors and balloons help. Dept.
56 ‘Carnival Tickets and Cotton
Candy,’ Snow Village, 1998. 2 to
4 ¾ inches high. I keep finding
old things that attract me; good
thing we have money and
storage limits, otherwise . . . .

. . . The Dept. 56 2021 Village Retirements will be announced November 5th; watch the
internet.
. . . The National Council of 56 Clubs ‘August/September Club Connection’ is now
available on the NCC web site. They have some interesting info to offer. Remember, you
must be a member of an NCC club to have access to the newsletter.
. . . Found this in my in-basket: “Hi Bill, Just listened to the whole podcast -- I wouldn't
worry about your laugh -- grown men giggling about Christmas is endearing. - Jim”
. . . “Sometimes the best place to be is nowhere to be found.” – Online

. . . Introduced December 2003, Dept. 56 North
Pole Village, ‘The Key to the North Pole;’ features
the mayor presenting the symbolic key to Santa. I
think it’s very cute; but doesn’t Santa own the
North Pole?

. . . Additional abbreviations (I might use): AV – Alpine Village  CIC – Christmas In The
City  DV - Dickens’ Village  NEV – New England Village  NP – North Pole Village  SV –
Original Snow Village.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.

9| Page

