Depth or Layering
Most photos look better when they convey a sense of depth. Photos
are inherently two-dimensional, so creating a sense of depth – 3D –
helps draw the viewer’s eye into the scene. This is especially
important in landscape photography, therefore also in village
photography.
There are several techniques to create depth in your photos. We’ve
already talked about how to use Leading Lines and Diagonals in
your composition. And, last column we talked about Framing as an
easy way to create depth.

Compose your photo so the line leads from the foreground into the
distance. This draws the viewer through the scene, making your
photo more engaging.

Try to include subjects in the foreground, middle ground and
background – the filling upwards of the Rule of Thirds. This simple
photography tip will immediately make your images appear more
three-dimensional.
Here are a few pictures from my video Cats in a Village (not taken by
me) that convey depth.

When you have a Christmas in the City or reasonably large Dickens
village, somewhere there is an angle you can reach to take a picture
that conveys depth.

With an SLR lens (single-lens reflex camera that typically uses a
mirror and prism system, hence “reflex” from the mirror's reflection),
you can shoot stills and videos with “depth of field.” With depth of
field you can achieve a zone of acceptable sharpness within a photo
that will appear in focus, and the rest of the picture will have some
blur.
The out-of-focus area is called bokeh. The word comes from
Japanese, which literally translates as “blur.” Bokeh makes photos

visually appealing, forcing us to focus our attention on the clarity of a
particular area of the image.

Here is an example of creating depth with a SLR camera that
creates a viewer attention point and has a very professional
appearance. The foreground as well as the background is blurred.

This tip applies to any kind of photography, but it’s not so
apparent when using a smartphone camera how to take a shot
with blur. You can blur the background on the cheap.
Your smartphone camera automatically focuses the image and
adjusts the exposure based on what you’re pointing it towards. That
way, you always start with a brightly lit photo.
You can change the camera focus and exposure to a specific area.
Before you take the photo, tap the place on the screen that you
want to adjust. You’ll be able to see the outlines of a yellow
square when you tap, to show you that you’ve set the focus on
the right place. Doing this also sets the exposure level (how bright
the subject appears). The camera will aim to ensure that the area
that’s in focus is properly exposed (not too bright and not too dark). If
you wish, you can adjust the exposure to make the image brighter
or darker with the little sun icon slider.

Tapping once to set the focus works well in many situations, but
in certain conditions this isn’t enough. For example, if something
moves within the scene, the camera’s autofocus system might kick in,
and the focus point and exposure level might automatically re-adjust.

To ensure this doesn’t happen, you can use the AE/AF Lock feature to
lock the focus and exposure values. This effectively disables the
autofocus system, allowing you ultimate control over focus and
exposure.
How To Use AE/AF Lock To Lock Focus & Exposure
To lock the focus and exposure point, simply tap and hold on that
part of the screen for a few seconds. When you see AE/AF Lock in a
yellow box at the top of the screen, release your finger.

When AE/AF Lock is activated, the focus is locked on that part of the
scene. It will remain locked until you tap on another part of the
screen.
It even remains locked after you’ve pressed the shutter button. This is
great because it allows you to take multiple photos of the scene
without having to set the focus and exposure for each shot.
Just like when you set the focus by tapping once, the exposure level is
automatically set to expose properly for the area that you’ve focused
on. However, you can still tweak the exposure by swiping up or down
on the screen.
To unlock focus and exposure, just tap anywhere on the screen. The
AE/AF Lock in the yellow box will disappear to indicate that you no
longer have focus and exposure locked.
It’s important to note that once you’ve locked focus, you
shouldn’t change the distance between your camera and the
subject. In other words, don’t move towards or away from your
subject. If you do move forwards or back, the camera will likely focus
on the wrong part of the scene, e.g. in front of or behind the subject.

Portrait mode, if you have it, in the most modern smartphones
will create a depth-of-field effect. This effect lets you compose a
photo that keeps your subject sharp while blurring the background.
“Portrait mode” does not mean turn the camera upright! To borrow
from Bill Channell, “Shooting horizontal is for people with eyes
side by side, and shooting vertical for people with eyes one over
the other.” If you persist in shooting photos and videos in the
vertical position watch https://youtu.be/8sNK2vc4iHc.
For village videos Portrait mode must be used in the Landscape
position. You can use Portrait mode with an iPhone 12, iPhone 12
mini, iPhone 12 Pro, iPhone 12 Pro Max, iPhone SE (2nd
generation), iPhone 11, iPhone 11 Pro, iPhone 11 Pro Max, iPhone
XR, iPhone XS, iPhone XS Max, iPhone X, iPhone 8 Plus, and iPhone
7 Plus. Normally, blurring the background in an image is reserved
for expensive lenses and cameras, so being able to do this with a
smartphone is simply incredible.
To use Portrait mode, open the Camera app and swipe to Portrait
mode. Move farther away from your subject if the app suggests
it. When the Depth Effect box turns yellow, take the picture.
With iPhone X and later, and iPhone 8 Plus, you can make your
Portrait mode images even more captivating with studio-quality
lighting effects. After you take your photo, tap Edit and choose from

Studio Light, Contour Light, Stage Light, or Stage Light Mono. And
with iPhone 12, iPhone 12 mini, iPhone 12 Pro, iPhone 12 Pro Max,
iPhone SE (2nd generation), iPhone XR, iPhone XS, and iPhone XS
Max and later, you can create a beautiful, classic look with High-Key
Light Mono.
It takes a very keen eye to actually tell the difference between a
photo shot on an expensive camera, and an iPhone using portrait
mode.

Here is a nice village video made by a professional photographer
who is using (and overusing) the video camera’s blur/bokeh
features:
Crimbletown2020 (5:22)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqihPQOzxdU&t=140s
It does give us the idea that using bokeh at the right times and
places can enhance what we intend the viewer to focus on.
Here is another village video that does better, shot with a Canon
6D camera and video edited using iMovie on a Mac laptop
computer.
Christmas Village 2018 (4:37) by Eric Hensley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvPA7j5MyBo

In my next column on The Village Collector, we’ll cover a few
more fundamentals of photo and video composition. I’ll try to do
better next time.
Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. I’ll
do my best! You can contact me at: jpetersgolfpro@gmail.com,
419 Washington Avenue, Newport, KY 41071.

