Video Transition Effects
A transition effect is a tool within your video editor, which gives a
sense of animation as you move between scenes (photos or video
clips).
When creating or editing a project using a video editor with
transitions, you usually create your slides by adding video clips,
images, color clips, etc. These slides are displayed one after the
other in your preview screen in what can be called a basic
transition. However, basic transitions make your videos look
blander or choppy, lacking in sophistication and creativity.
This is where transition effects for videos come in. Video editors
use transition effects to make your clips, images, and videos
move more creatively from one element to another. Video
transitions are a staple of video editing and motion graphics. Also
known as transition effects, they are used to move from one shot
to the next. Transitions can be a simple “cut” or much more
complex.

Using transitions in your work
Transitions are a powerful video editing and direction tool. Keep
an eye out for transitions while watching movies or TV shows;
how is the director using them? What feeling are they conveying?
Become a student of transitions and you’ll soon be an expert.
Pick the best video transition option
You’ll be presented with a list of amazing options to choose from
and be able to preview. Pick the transition that fits your needs
most.

Have smooth transitions
Your audience shouldn’t be startled or confused by transitions
from one clip to another. One way to do this is to put different
kinds of shots next to each other. This is extremely important
when working with close-up shots. For example, a close-up shot
of a book lying on the table with another close-up shot with
different book lying on the table would result in something called
a “jump cut,” meaning an abrupt transition from one scene to
another. The same goes for placing two shots together where you
used a camera motion (zoom or panoramic shot). If you have any
camera movement in one shot, it would be better in most cases
to put a stable shot after it.

Also, you can regulate the transition effect’s duration on this
screen.
If you look in the effects menu of most video editors, you will be
swamped with an overwhelming amount of transition options to
choose from. A common mistake that people will make is
incorporating all these transitions and wipes, thinking that it will
make their final video look more sophisticated and tech savvy.
Sometimes using multiple transitions will do the exact opposite
and make your project look cheap and poorly produced. Or the
audience begins to focus on the transitions and not the content.

Cuts
A cut is the most basic transition in all of video editing. That’s
because it doesn’t require any special rendering or graphics
editor. All you must do is put two clips next to each other. That’s
right, you won’t even find a cut in your effects menu. This seems

simple, and maybe even silly to mention in an article like this, but
surprisingly enough people undervalue to importance of this basic
editing technique.
In a day and age when we have all the bells and whistles, it is
easy to get caught up with creative effects. A cut transition is the
quickest, smoothest, and cleanest way to jump from one picture
or clip to another. Your viewer won’t even register it as a
transition, and sometimes that’s what you want. If your content
is deep or serious, the last thing you need is a flashy transition to
distract from what is important.

These are a couple basic rules to keep in mind when cutting
between shots:
•
•

Make sure you cut an appropriate time. Don’t cut off
anything important.
Avoid jump cuts. This is the term for a bad edit. For
instance, in one shot your subject is addressing a crowd of
people to its left. You cut away to a person listening, and
they are also looking to their left. This doesn’t make any
sense. If they are facing each other then one needs to be
looking to the left and the other needs to be looking to the
right. It is common sense, but it is easy to make such simple
mistakes.

Jump Cut
In a Jump Cut transition, the subject appears to ‘jump’ from one
location to another. It’s often used create the impression of time
passing.
Cutaway Cut
A Cutaway transition involves cutting to a secondary (but related)
shot which is separate from the main action. It can be used to
show action in two different locations, or in a conversation to
show both the speaker and listener.
Fades
Fades are the building blocks of many other transitions. Subtle to
the point of almost being invisible, effective use of Fades is a key
skill in your video editing toolkit.

During a Fade Out transition, the shot starts at full brightness and
gradually becomes invisible. Using the Fade In and Fade
Out together is an effective way of conveying the passage of
time. This is the stock transition for the end of a scene.
Like the dissolve, a fade to black or a fade up from black is
another way to show a change in time, location or subject. Unlike
the dissolve, this does it in a more dramatic way. Fades to and
from black are often used in movie trailers. They create suspense
right away by fading in and out of black instead of cutting

between shots. Then, when they want to pick up the pace and
show more action, they start using quicker edits.
Wash Out Fade
Like the Fade Out transition but fading to white rather than black.

Light Flash Fade
This transition is becoming more and more popular recently.
Basically, the light flash transition quickly dissolves the screen to
white for a fraction of a second, so it resembles a camera flash.
This effect is a little bit more of a novelty compared to the fades
and dissolves, but it still has some professional uses.
These transitions are often used in wedding videos. It is an easy
way to transition from moving pictures to still photography. I’ve
also seen it used quite a bit in sports videos. A flash transition
looks great when it is timed up to the sound of a baseball getting
smashed out of the park or a player making a huge dunk in
basketball.
The major concern with flash transitions is to use them in
moderation. Though it is a really cool effect, it does not work in

every situation. Look for specific projects where you’re looking for
high energy, or where photography is an applicable theme.
Dissolves
Building on Fades, Dissolve transitions gradually replace one
image with another, but often with more artistic flair. With this
power comes responsibility, and complex Dissolve transitions
should only be used to aid in story-telling.

Cross Dissolve
Effectively a combination of Fade In and Fade Out, a Cross
Dissolve gradually replaces one shot with another. This transition
is often used to imply a passage of time or a change of location.
The dissolve is probably the most used transition in video editing.
Also known as a cross-dissolve, this effect layers two clips
together so there is a seamless transition from one picture to
another. You see it everyday and probably don’t even notice it:
and that’s the point. A dissolve is a subliminal way to tell your
audience that there is a passing of time, location, or subject
matter without flat out saying this.
Think about it. Your favorite sitcoms use dissolves all the time for
this purpose. Say the cast of characters are in a coffee shop and
then they transition the show to a scene in an apartment. During
the coffee shop scene, they will just cut from one shot to another,
but when they transition, they will dissolve to a cutaway shot
(probably of the apartment building’s exterior) and then dissolve

to the interior shot of the apartment. This lets you know that
there is a change of time and place, but you don’t even realize it!
When using dissolves, remember that you want to use them with
purpose. They shouldn’t go in between every shot. Be considerate
of the length of the dissolve as well. A one second dissolve is
typically standard.
Ripple Dissolve
Perfect for a dream sequence, Ripple Dissolve is like a Cross
Dissolve in that one shot is gradually replaced by another, but it
makes use of a ‘Ripple’ filter which gives a dream-like quality to
the transition. Use sparingly.
Wipes
Wipe transitions replace one shot with another through
animation. A Clock Wipe, for example, uses a circular motion like
the hands of a clock to show the second shot. As with Dissolves,
Wipe transitions grab attention and should only be used with
good reason.

Iris In Wipe
Used at the beginning of a scene, the Iris In shows a small,
circular area of the shot before expanding out to reveal the entire
frame. This is used everywhere from Tom & Jerry to The
Departed.

Iris Out Wipe
More theatrical than a Fade Out transition, an Iris Out transition
is used indicate the end of a story by animating a contracting
circle inward from the edge of the frame. It’s like a spotlight
focusing on one area of the shot.

How to use transitions in iMovie iOS (iPhone/iPad) (6:38)
Pete Johns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=echCCwjFw3I
Transitions are discussed at 4:54 in this previously referenced
YouTube tutorial for HD Movie Maker (Movie Maker 10).
HD Movie Maker for Windows 10 - Working with Video clips
(5:44):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dipUG8Yai2g
An excellent video about how to use Transitions in WLMM is this
one.
Windows Live Movie Maker: Transitions (5:25)
Palomaratrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_D1GTEYOc8&t=158s

I made a movie that shows all the different Transitions that
Windows Live Movie Maker offers. You can see that many are
useful and “soft,” and others are jarringly hard. Abrupt transitions
are useful when you need a complete change in scenes.
Windows Live Movie Make Transitions (9:09)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fqsp6R1nPcQ
Be sure to check out all the other topnotch and timely columns on
TheVillageCollector.com – “Just So You Know (JSYK)” by David
Spears, Larry Treadwell, Brian Vaill’s “The Train Station,” Thea
Heyink’s “The Creation Station,” “Phil & Sue’s Village” (from
England!), and “Coach is Here” by webmaster Bill Channell.
Please keep visiting the Village Videos page and watch, watch,
watch. There is a new batch of village videos on the 15th of each
month. So many ideas, so little time… and not enough money.
In my next column on The Village Collector, we’re going to talk
about sprucing up your video with Titles, Credits, Intros, Captions
and Outros. I’ll try to do better next time.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome.
You can contact me at: jpetersgolfpro@gmail.com, 419
Washington Avenue, Newport, KY 41071.
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