. . . Now begins another JSYK! – imagine a blank piece of paper. . . . . . . . . . .…
. . . Visited Kohl’s; not much ‘St. Nicholas Square’ (Christmas village) at our local store.
Some structures; almost no accessories/people. Actually a choice of four to be exact –
three with dogs. Heard talk of the ‘Village Selfie Together’ accessory (not available here).
Took a look on-line. Its three kids on a park bench using a selfie stick. I guess it’s OK, but
not for me. See all buildings and accessories at: www.kohls.com then go to ‘St. Nicholas
Square Villages.’ Note: Did see fellow Village North member Kim. She was ‘building up’ her
supply of small Hallmark Ornaments (an annual event for her). I believe I saw her at Kohl’s
last year too.
. . . The Bradford Exchange is back – advertising everywhere. They have many Christmas
collectables. Not my thing, but I have seen folks use them as vignettes. In the proper setting
they look good. Remember, most not village size (or even close). www.bradfordexchange.com
. . . We had a deer with his nose against our living room window. Apparently he was
interested in what we were doing. It was a good sized buck, antlers only on one side,
looked healthy. Snacked in our yard for about a half hour. Sorry, missed a window picture.
. . . Thelma suggested I try the "Add to dictionary option” in Microsoft Word - I did!
Villaging is now an acceptable word for me to use. She solved the problem I mentioned as
a recent JSYK question. Thanks!
. . . Dates of note: November 3, Election Day; November 11, Veterans Day; November
26, Thanksgiving Day.
. . . Dept. 56 Facebook Live with Ms. Lit Town: Nov 12, Dec 3, Dec 17, Jan 21, Feb 4,
and Feb 18 – all 4 to 4:30 p.m. Note: They do plan some holiday Thursdays off.
. . . Reminder – The 2020 Dept. 56 retirement date is November 6th. The retirements
will be effective as of Thanksgiving, Nov. 26th. Remember, all New England will be retired.

. . . Small markets/booths sure seem to be popular this season. St. Nicholas
Square offers the ’Village Kettle Corn Stand’ and the ‘Village Wreath Tree Shop.’ Available
at Kohl’s. - Dept. 56 added the Alpine Village ‘Christmas Market, Wine Booth’ and
‘Red's Roach Coach’ for Halloween as 2020 midyear releases.

. . . ‘Villages of Fun’ - Linda and I went through all thirty-nine pages of their Lemax
accessories (it also included people and buildings). We just had to see what we needed
(and isn’t available in local stores). We spent $60.83, including shipping, for six items.
Linda noticed they have a whole lot of camping activities. I noticed all the snowmen. We
purchased none of either. We will soon have three more clowns, a Ringmaster, a red car,
and ‘The Kiss.’ We were on https://www.villagesoffun.com/ See images on last page.
. . . Idea? Make two identical displays for your home. Maybe on shelves, one above the
other. Nothing big or fancy. I’m thinking three or four buildings, ten to twelve people, a
couple accessories and a dozen trees. Make them as alike as possible, even the same
backgrounds. We’d have to borrow pieces to do it, but it would be fun to see who notices.
. . . “All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism.” Saw
on the Internet.
. . . Visited Mills Fleet Farm, again – displays not yet done. Maybe 20 village people
available, but they have 'hanging' room for a bunch more. I did buy three people. One,
'Multitasking,' is two young women drinking a beverage as they walk their dogs. I bought it
because I like the look of their long hair – the girls, not the dogs.

. . . From August 2, 2004 JSYK
- “The only Dept. 56 Profiles
piece this year will be the Frango
Chocolate Shop (06300) for
Marshall Fields. It is styled for
CIC and the price is $75. For
seventy five + years Frango
chocolates, and their specialty
mints, have served as a product
exclusive in the Marshall Field’s
stores. Info from Richard on the
Yahoo Dept. 56 group.”

. . . We haven’t tried this yet. How about an elf climbing a rope. I saw it in a store display
several years ago. They hung a small glitter rope (string). Halfway down the rope was a
sitting elf hanging (hot glued) on to the rope - looked great! We were at CJ’s in Cloquet,
MN (a store that no longer exists). They always had very nice Dept. 56 Village displays.
. . . Elf update: 170 in our ‘collection.’ That includes 50 seated elves. We also have 14
Gnomes and three Norwegian Trolls.
. . . Melissa, a kindergarten teacher, is always telling her students “they should keep their
thoughts in their “thinking bubble” for a while before they say them out loud!” Kim
suggested ‘those are words to live by.’
. . . Checked the model railroad magazines at Barnes and Noble. They had all the
November issues; not a thing Christmas in any of them. Experience tells me they have
Dept. 56 villages shown with their trains - usually. Maybe they’re waiting ‘til December?

. . . Linda made the decision/purchase of stamps for the
mailing of our 2020 Christmas cards. She selected the
United States Postage ‘Winter Scenes.’ She chose them
over the ‘Christmas’ stamps offered this season. Note:
The stamps are for our homemade Christmas cards.

. . . "We are all in this together - by ourselves." - Lily Tomlin
. . . I was told we can use toothpaste tube covers for flower pots (in our displays).
Sounds good to me, I’ve started to collect them. Note: I think it’s going to take me awhile.
. . . From Billy Edwards - He thinks the magazine said the Fall Village D-Lights would come
out after the Dept. 56 Retirements are announced. Might make sense for them, pretty
sure we’ll have the info before we see it in VDL. Thanks Billy!
. . . There is no plan to what goes where when I ‘do’ a column. The masthead/title is first,
our picture is last, but that’s it. Otherwise I don’t even know where is going to be what?

. . . Linda was #001 – I’ll bet she was the
first person to send in registration for
‘Sweet Home Chicago’ in 2018. Guess who
was number two? No one remembers
number two. ????

. . . Dept. 56 Facebook Live, October 29 – Ms. Lit Town got my attention when she
showed/described ‘Mrs. Claus’s She Shed.’ It was number three of the currently most
popular North Pole pieces. The other two were ‘Ginger’s Cottage’ and ‘Mickey’s Ear Factory.’
Mickey’s, introduced in 2011, is number one. Not sure why the ‘she shed craze’ interested
me. Mrs. Claus does hand paint beautiful ornaments. Introduced January 2020.

. . . The three small ‘doll houses’ you see right in front are cheese spreaders. It was
natural to use them with the Dept. 56 Christmas in the City, Limited Edition, ‘Victoria’s
Doll House.’ We had a busy four levels on this 2015 display. Note: We had to bury the
blades of the cheese spreaders in the Styrofoam. .

. . . This was our entry in the Village
North Collectors Club Halloween
display contest in 2011. We featured
the kids going in one door in ‘normal
clothes’ and coming out the other all
‘costumed up' for Halloween. Dept. 56
Dickens’ Village, ‘Leed’s Oyster House’

. . . In 2017 Dept. 56 issued 3,500 Limited Edition pieces of ‘Cathedral Of St. Nicholas.’
They had been held back from 2005 (the original date of issue). These were hand
numbered and then signed by artist Tom Bates. $120.00 was the cost both times. - My
mistake, I didn’t mention the 2017 release in my last JSYK.

. . . These are a couple of the best
looking vampires I’ve seen. Here they
are talking with the ‘Spooky Twins.’ I
found the vampires at Michael’s; from
Ashland Halloween Tiny Treasurers.
Spooky Twins are Lemax Spooky Town.

“Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 25
years.” Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible
clubs in your area.” - We are members of the Village North Collectors
Club, an NCC member club.
. . . “I thought growing old would take longer.”
. . . ‘Hauntsville 2020’ - Hope you have taken the opportunity to visit Larry Treadwell’s
creation. You can find Larry, and other village stuff, at: http://thevillagecollector.com/.
Please take the time to thank Larry and Bill when you stop by.

. . . I’m trying some different Word features. These images are some samples. As long as I
did it, I thought I’d include them. They are ‘copied,’ ‘saved as,’ ‘click and move,’ enough of
that stuff. They are our recent Lemax purchase from Villages of Fun.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.

