

























 













. . . Abbreviations: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC
– The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights  D56 – Department 56  VN or VNCC – Village North Collectors Club – See more abbreviations on last page.
. . . “Join Mrs. Lit Town for a special Facebook Live this Thursday, May 6th at 4 pm. Tune
in to learn more about the history Department 56 and a special event in celebration of 45th
Anniversary of the Original Snow Village.” Remember Dept. 56 Facebook Live will only be
held once per month, on the first Thursday, in June, July and August. Additional May
dates ????
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years.
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.

Memorial Day - Honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. Memorial Day 2021 will occur on Monday, May 31.
. . . You can find past ‘Just so you know!’ columns on www.thevillagecollector.com. Jim Peters has a new column and you
can also view past issues of
‘Hauntsville’ and ‘Dickensville’ by
Larry Treadwell. Web master Bill
Channell has made changes to
the web site. Take a look and see
what he has been up to. Remember Bill is adding Videos for
2021. If enjoy seeing displays from around the world, be sure to visit. Plan some time!
. . . Peter introduced me to a new word; "deproved" - his word for ‘made worse, opposite
of improved’. Makes sense to me. What do you think?

. . . I wish I would have been able to meet ‘The
Burgermeister.’
I
did
visit
The
RathausGlockenspiel in the Marienplatz. Afterward we went to
the Hofbräuhaus for a beer. Beer wasn’t for me then
and it isn’t now; but I had to have a beer while in Munich, Germany. The mugs were huge; I might have finished half. Oh yes, I didn’t know Burgermeister is German for Mayor until I saw this D56 2018 Alpine introduction.
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‘The ‘Woodlands Family Church’

. . . The D56 web site asked
which was ‘my’ favorite of the
seven available churches; I took
a look. I liked these three: ‘St.
Thomas Cathedral,’ CIC, looked
good, I found it and liked it better
in the D56 fireplace picture. - ‘St
Pancras Old Church,’ DV, might
be a bit ‘old looking’ for me (except in our Dickens’ village); I
liked it when it was introduced
and I still do. – The web site said
“The ‘Woodlands Family Church’
(. . . . new for 2021) in The Original Snow Village is one of the
prettiest we've seen.” I agree;
just wish they offered a view
from another angle (they did, see
page 7). It’s my favorite of the
present churches.

. . . Using building footprints for planning displays; have you done that? We trace the
base of our buildings onto ‘thick paper.’ Then mark location of the light bulb hole (and
where the cord comes out), label the front/back, and mark any special features (signs, inside window displays, etc.). We also include the name of the building on the ‘footprint.’
Moving the pattern around on the display location is much easier than using the actual
building. Sometimes we make bases of Styrofoam (3/4”) to raise the building, if needed.
. . . “I have gone to find myself, if I get back before I return keep me here.”  Online

. . . This very nice tree was made
by Tamara Barile. She posted it on
the ‘Lemax Addicts Facebook’ page,
April 23, 2021. I like to add trees to
our displays, and Linda likes to
make them. She is going to be
asked about the possibility of putting together a few of these. Tamara was kind enough to provide the
instructions
by
Luke
Towand.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=0FNQTxX_jT4 Luke provides very
well done and easy to follow steps.
The trees are more detailed than
most of us will need, but you can
easily choose how far you want to
go – worth a look.

. . . “I have gone to find myself, if I get back before I return keep me here.”  Online
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. . . “Richard Ira Bong was a United States Army Air Forces major and Medal of Honor recipient in World War II. He was one of the most decorated American fighter pilots and the
country's top flying ace
in the war, credited with
shooting down 40 Japanese aircraft, all with the
fighter.”  Wikipedia
Lockheed P-38 Lightning
I never met Richard Bong, but I have had
‘connections.’ My stepfather
played
basketball
against him in Wisconsin
high schools. In 1945 we lived
in California and I saw
the actual P-80 jet fighter
crash site where he lost
his life; in the 1990’s I assisted his widow Marge in
finding her image (like the
one Bongs’ aircraft) for a
model builder; I had lunch
with her when she
moved back to Wisconsin. She
was assisting with the ‘Richard I. Bong Memorial Center’ in Superior, WI. Our 148 th
Fighter Group worked on the restoration of the P-38 for the center.
If I procure a model of his P-38 aircraft, and use it in a vignette, or display, is it OK to
call it personalizing a display?

. . . Many, many facades are available from King & Country. ’Red Gate Terrace’ and ‘Moon
Gate Row’ are two that can be joined for different layouts and ideas. 8.25" W x 3" D x
9.75" H (approx. size for each of these). They are expensive, $179.00 each, but boy would
they look good in our Chinatown. https://www.treefrogtreasures.com/
. . . ‘Ghostbusters Ecto-1’ has a new interest to me. I’m
talking about the D56 Ghostbusters introduction for 2021.
What made me take a second look? I saw a ‘real life’
version as part of an ‘unofficial car show’ in the Kenwood
Shopping Center parking lot a block from our home. The
Cadillac ambulance has many ‘options.’
. . . Dept. 56 Snow Village Christmas Court – Are their more trailers than ‘Lot 56,’ ‘Lot
57,’ ‘Lot 58,’ ‘Lot 59,’ and the new ‘Lot 60?’ I know they are SV, but I still like them.
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. . . One of our long time hobbies is
gardening; this colorful and busy
façade looks like something we
should have taken a look at earlier.
The Lemax ‘Village Garden Shop,’
2009, retired 2016. 10.24 x 8.90 x
2.95 inches. Maybe it’s time to build
a display in one of our gardens. 
The local PBS station, WDSE, featured our garden several years ago.
Its 17:20 minutes into the show
(and is less than 4 minutes long).
https://www.wdse.org/shows/garde
ning/watch/bugs-and-blight
Note:
The show is called ‘Great Gardening.’ I want no comments on the
show title, ‘Bugs and Blight.’

. . .“Some people always use signs to identify or personalize their village displays (things
like adding the name of a local store, or maybe a family name on a park or street). Our
signs are almost always natural (scale) size. Our friends Mike and Lani make theirs exaggerated (larger). Folks notice and read theirs; we sort of have call attention to ours. I wonder which is better.”  Village D-Lights June/July 2007, ‘Just so you know!’
. . . “You can never have too many trees, or too many clowns! We have 20-plus clowns,
including Ronald McDonald and Emmett Kelly – I don’t know why.” JSYK, VDL August/September 2008. Note: In 2021 we have over thirty clowns living at our house.
. . . I’d never heard this history
story  Christmas is an important holiday in the south;
President Abraham Lincoln felt
that it would be good to show
that Santa Claus supported the
Union cause. He managed to get
a full page illustration of a jolly,
bearded, Santa distributing gifts
to Union soldiers. It appeared in
the January 3, 1863 issue of
Harper's Weekly. This ‘Santa
with Wheelbarrow and Gifts,’
‘Santa with Wheelbarrow
accessory is based on that illus‘Gifts From Home’
and Gifts’
tration by Thomas Nast, a German
born
illustrator.
www.treefrogtreasures.com/
          
          
. . . How come I notice tipped over people (or crooked light poles) in photos, but I miss
many of them looking at the displays in person?
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. . . “Do everything with a good heart, expect nothing in return, and you will never be disappointed.”  A string of hope
        

                 

. . . I was doing some looking at the D56 CIC ‘East Village Row
Houses.’ In the old ad, they mentioned the ‘Walking the Dogs’
accessory. It said “each dog resembles its master.” I was curious, so I took a closer look at the image; I think they are
more dressed alike than look alike. The house and accessory were a ‘Celebrate Value Set,’ limited production 2007. Note:
Reviewing my information, I discovered we own the piece. We
made the purchase at European Imports, Niles IL. We were in
Chicago for the 2012 Gathering. My list showed we also won
seven houses at the event –prizes.

. . . I’m thinking about a nice ‘bar scene;’ something different using items from
Luville. Above, a ‘Drunk Man’ (1 ½ inches), ‘Bartender’ (5 inches), ‘Wooden Shoe
Dance’ (3 x ?x 5 inches) and below, ‘Beer Stall and Drinking’ $33.97. D4¾ x W3 x
H4 inches. https://www.felinaworld.com/us/luville

. . . We were at the Mall of America for an afternoon of country dance lessons. While at the
Bloomington, MN mall, we visited the store ‘owned’ by Dept. 56. Nothing was purchased,
but we did get to see most all of the 2007 Village intros, including the Midyears. That was
2007. . . MOA D56 store is long gone.
. . . Linda Kruger, then editor of Village D-Lights, managed to occasionally sneak in a picture of a ‘traveling VDL.’ Mike Goode was pictured going to the Briksdal Glacier,
Jostedalsbreen National Park in Norway. He was reading the magazine. The picture appeared in the Village D-Lights December/January 2008 issue.
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. . . Luville – ‘Amsterdam Bridge’ - Not sure what I’d ever do with it, but I’ve never
seen one before and I enjoy different things. 4 ¼ x 12 x 5 ¼ inches. I’m not sure
what moves, or is lit, but it does say “battery operated.” $74.91.
https://www.felinaworld.com/us/luville

. . . ‘My first Lemax Christmas Village’
by Jerome Masagca. He posted the
video on YouTube; it’s the ‘Sign
Painter,’ Lemax 2001. It would make
an addition to our, getting larger, selection of artists painting on easels.
Approx. size (H x W x D) 4.33 x 1.97 x
1.65 inches. Yes, he’s painting a sign.

. . . ‘Metropolitan Entrance.’ It looked
like a subway entrance. I learned a
passenger railway going inside an urban area was called the metropolitan railway, or Metro. The first metro was in London and was soon built
underground. It was then called ‘The
Underground’ to this day. W 5 ½ x L
6 x H 5 inches. Luville.
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. . . On page 2, I ‘asked’ D56 for another view of ‘The ‘Woodlands Family Church;’
today the above image appeared on their Facebook page. Remember I said this was
my favorite of the currently available churches. This image convinced me I’m right.
. . . D56 ‘The Golden Vine Ferris Wheel’ – Bill Carlson, our late friend/fellow Village
North member, had two; they were side by side in his carnival display. He set them up
running in opposite directions; it was a great look. Thanks for the idea Bill.
. . . I’ve been reminded the Minnesota Clubs hosted 600 people at the 2008 NCC National
Convention in Bloomington, MN. Our Village North Collectors Club ‘hosted’ the Hospitality
Room. As I remember, it was a fun and busy weekend.
. . . “I never realized how funny I was until I started talking to myself.”  Online
. . . New York City MTA Subway articulated hybrid electric bus. Not sure what subway
and bus is, but I was thinking it might work in a CIC display. It’s 1:43 scale (but it is 16
inches long). From Daron RT8563.
. . . More or less of anything? I asked this question in the last ‘Just so you know;’ Is there
anything you would like me to add to JSYK? Is there anything you would like me to eliminate from JSYK?  I received one reply. You know who you were – and thanks!

. . . Maybe use ‘Billboard With Train’ as a drive-in movie
theater in a display. At 9.5"H 9"W 6"D for the entire ‘scene,’ you might have to use smaller cars/people. We probably have enough of each.  Thanks to Bill for the thought
(after seeing the image in the most recent JSYK).
. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI: Northern Lights Collectors Club, Twin Cities –
Village North Collectors Club, Duluth MN/Superior, WI – City Lights, Mankato, MN – D56
Builders and Treasurers, Janesville, Beloit WI/Rockford, IL.
. . . Dates of note: May 9, Mother’s Day  May 31, Memorial Day  June 14, Flag Day 
June 20, Father’s Day  June 20, Flag Day  July 4, Independence Day  All could be
possible vignette suggestions.
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. . . Lake Superior is the largest of the Great Lakes and could contain all the other Great
Lakes combined, plus three more lakes the size of Lake Erie.
          

          

. . . May 20 will be the 4th Anniversary of The Village Collector. The web site is closing
in on 200,000 visits. Webmaster Bill Channell says “(I) never imagined that happening.” He
wants us to know “. . . it's still fun.” Bill also told me “Kathy & I both got our second vaccination three weeks ago. Tonight we're going out to eat.” http://thevillagecollector.com/
          

. . . This image shows parts of my
life; I drove a car in races on ice
(mine wasn’t yellow and had a
roof); I was an official starter
(flagman) at sports car races of
ice and ‘real’ race tracks; and my
friend Paul was a Zamboni driver (I would sometimes ride with
him during ice resurfacing, between periods, at hockey games).

. . . Don’t know if this is happening in your neighborhood, but our ‘reuse’ stores are continuing to show Christmas village pieces. Not many; haven’t made a purchase, but enough
to cause us to stop by when we are close. Could be the same where you are.
. . . Has anyone seen any Lemax ‘Summer Americana’ summer pieces for 2021? I found
them at Michael’s in previous years.
. . . Additional abbreviations: AV – Alpine Village  CIC – Christmas In The City  DV Dickens’ Village  NEV – New England Village  NP – North Pole Village  SV – Original Snow
Village

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.
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