

























 













. . . Abbreviations: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC
– The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights.  D56 – Department 56.
. . . Dates of note: April 1, April Fool’s Day  April 4, Easter  April 6, David’s Birthday 
April 22, Earth Day  April 25, World Penguin Day  May 9, Mother’s Day  May 31, Memorial Day  June 14, Flag Day  June 20, Father’s Day  July 4, Independence Day
. . . Next scheduled Ms. Lit Town Dept. 56 Facebook Live: April 1, subject unknown 
April 15, Midyear 2021 intros: Harry Potter and Disney (I think, trouble understanding what
she said). She will do more 2021 Midyear intros on April 29.  Additional dates: May 13;
and May 27. Note: I heard her say nothing about intro’s during the NCC Virtual Gathering
in April.
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years.
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
                           
. . . ‘Village Videos’ have returned to www.thevillagecollector.com. Bill has made some
changes to the web site. You
may want to take a look and see
what he has been up to. Remember you also can find Jim Peters, Larry Treadwell, and ‘Just
so you know!’ Past ‘issues’ of our
words/images are also available.
Webmaster Bill Channell has some
other stuff there too – just so you know! Did I mention ‘Village Videos’ are back?
          
. . . Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village. Thanks to the people who
have offered suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??
. . . For those of you following along; I now have a choice of American Indians to go with
the ‘Construction Worker,’ ‘Soldier,’ ‘Cop,’ and ‘Cowboy’ for our version of the ‘Village People.’ All we are missing is ‘The Biker/Leather Man. 1¾ inches tall and not fancy.
. . . The Village D-Lights ‘Collector Spotlight’ featured Gerry and John McGraw of our Village North Collectors Club; article entitled ‘A Labor of Love.’ It was Dec/Jan 2006 VDL.

. . . I was asked about the ‘houses’ in the store window I mentioned last time. All I can say
is they weren’t at all fancy. Surely one of the ‘other brands.’ I did note many of the people, and a couple accessories were Lemax. My pictures are so bad, they didn’t help at all.
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. . . ‘Jack Brings Christmas Home’ – D56 Nightmare
Before Christmas; introduced 2021. The ad says “Jack
makes it all the way to Christmas Town and gathers as
much evidence as he can. As king of Halloween Town
decides to bring the loot back on a snowmobile, and he
looks like he is enjoying the ride!” Pretty sure this in
not a classic snow machine; but it might attract attention coming out of the woods in a display.  I asked
the size on the D56 web site. The next day they answered; 3.07 H x 4.06 W x 2.05 inches L. Part of the
answer was an email to inform me.

. . . It has been suggested that I rehab any snow plow truck to fill my ‘Duck
Duck Orange Truck’ need. Among those suggested/found (l-r): D56 SV ‘Snow Plow,’
6” (1988-1991)  D56 SV ‘Village Service Vehicle, Snow Plow,’ 6”(1998-2001) 
Lemax ‘Snowplow,’ 6.65” (2008-2009). Remember I must have an orange colored
truck to ‘match’ our State of Minnesota snow plows; and name it ‘Duck Duck Orange Truck’ to recognize a ‘name the truck’ contest winner. Thanks to Jim and Tom
for the suggestions.
. . . “Jon asked me what I wanted for my birthday!! I said styrofoam!!”  Dana Doan Stein
Facebook Nov 13, 2020
. . . I’ve been asked several times, yes; David - 2nd COVID vaccination, February 16th; Linda 2nd COVID vaccination, March 28th. Remember, I married a younger woman.

. . . This is how I signed my 1957 Duluth
Central High School ‘Zenith’ yearbook;
yes I graduated in 1958. My mother told
me this was our ‘family crest;’ ‘Kilroy
was here!’ He was much better known as
graffiti from WWII.

. . . Man on a mission! Robin Hervey began his search for the retired pieces in February.
They now have all 13 Christmas Market Booths from the D56 Alpine Village collection.
He said “My favorite booths are the Dresden Christstollen and the Brezeln Backer! Actually,
anything to do with food! Having lived there for three years kept me coming back each
Christmas, eating my favorite treats!”
. . . Remember to send me a ‘Hi!’ every once in a while. I need to know you are out there
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. . . We are just a couple months away from
driving down the road,
stopping, and Linda
going into the ditches cutting yarrow. She
then uses floral wire,
floral tape, and a variety of spray paint, and
we have trees for our
displays. A nice selection of Linda’s yarrow
trees in our yard.
Those are ‘real’ trees
in the background.

. . . Woodstock likes the
carnival; who knew! Remember he always visits
our displays. This particular year, he joined the
ducks at the carnival. The
‘duck
tub’
was
from
Minithings, as were the
‘dunk tank’ and the ‘bucket of balls.’ A Homie is
standing by with a towel.

. . . We formally had
polar bears in our
Duluth zoo. A flood in
2012 moved ‘Berlin,’
our most recent polar
bear, to St. Paul. We
keep this bear family
in our displays as a
reminder. The lower
bear is ‘underwater.’
The backlighting really
helps. Note: all three
images are from our
past seminar slides.
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. . . “Do everything with a good heart, and expect nothing in return, and you will never be
disappointed.”  Saw online
         

         

. . . March 6, 2021, on the NCC Facebook page, I saw the above image from Dana
Doan Stein. Every once in a while I just have to stop and take another look at a
display. This is one of those; I just love it! After some assistance, I was able to contact her on-line. She said “I came across these cute Irish pubs and of course had to
do a display for it. I have lived in NYC since I arrived in 1990. In the good old days I
loved going to Irish pubs to enjoy a couple green beers. I wanted to portray the energy and vibe of the celebration in my display.” Dana added “The past Christmas I did a
NYC display, //youtu.be/nvO9CUCQLN0 as an homage to my beloved NYC.” Note: I
like this as well – take a look.
         

         

. . . Remember to remove batteries from village items you are putting away for the season. Some folks do it to be safe; I like to also use it as an opportunity to look for corrosion
on electrical contacts (and then clean as necessary).
. . . VDL, JSYK, February/March 2005 – Premier Issue: “Dump your artificial Dept. 56 snow
into a large paper bag and spray it with Static Guard. The snow then goes on the display
much easier - and stays there!”
. . . Estate sales are a good place to find Dept. 56; better prices at garage sales. Found
them in ads listed as ‘Group 54,’ of maybe ‘Studio 57.’ Not many now, but we look anyway.
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"It's A Wrap" Dept. 56
Christmas In The City, Set of
2, Item #807256. Introduced
2008 and retired 2010. I like
the gentleman and lady’s attitudes. I appreciate the film
movie camera as well. Size:
2.25 x 1.25 x 2.75 inches;
2.25 x 1.25 x 2.50 inches.

. . . ‘Elf Out The Door Tree
Hugger’ – 5.8 x 6 x 1.6 inches. OK, I know he’s a bit
large for our displays, but he
sure is cute. We do have ‘village size’ gnomes, but I just
like this guy. Maybe I could
get him to intimidate the residents of Linda’s fairy garden.
https://likesunfl.com/collecti
ons/home-garden

. . . Pablo and Robin,
March skiing in Utah –
Let’s see; outside, with
your spouse, otherwise
alone, natural air movement - wearing masks? ?
Or is it Robin and Pablo?

. . . Dept. 56 has informed dealers their shipment of the 2021 items has been delayed
due to a huge surge in import traffic. They expect to start shipping around the first of April.
Suggest you check with you dealer for updates.
. . . Melissa Seegers will be hosting a trivia contest on Dept. 56 Facebook Live. The first,
April 1st. The question, and prizes, will all recognize the 45th Anniversary of Snow Village.
There will be a contest during the first ‘show’ of each month through December. She will
announce the contest question and you will have 24 hours to submit your answer. A winner
will be drawn from the correct answers submitted. Details on Facebook Live, March 18.
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. . . Part of the
‘entertainment’
corner in our 2007
display. The buildings are Lemax
‘Mama’s Cocia’ and
‘Pinnacle
Pete’s
Pool
Hall;’
the
nineteen
people
are all Homies; the
train
is
D56/
Bachmann’s On30,
the trees from/by
Linda; I did street
and walls with our
Hot Wire Knife.

. . . The ‘Flag Boy,’
with
a
properly
folded
American
Flag. He is preparing to raise the colors on the Glenn
Place
flag
pole.
Glenn Place, named
for Linda’s father.
2008 from Holiday
Time, Walmart.

. . . The ad says: County N More Gifts, 2021 D56 North Pole Series Value Set. Series consists of all, New for 2021, buildings and accessories - $1,326.00. This set of 14 includes: North Pole Nutcracker Factory - $175.00; A Cracking Good Test Result $38.50; Gingerbread Cookie Mill - $155.00; For Spinning Into Treats - $20.00; Nina's Knit
Mittens - $100.00; Kitten Tested For Best Mittens - $25.00; Crayola Crayon Factory $225.00; Thats A Wrap - $37.50; Kringles Christmas Tree - $165.00; Just In Time For
Christmas - $32.50; North Pole Polar Pizza - $150.00; One Santa Special Coming $27.50; Mickeys Stuffed Animals - $145.00; A Huggable Christmas - $30.00. I’m still thinking about the $1,326.00. https://countrynmoregifts.com/collections/ They also offer a
2021 Halloween Series Value Set, 11 pieces for $1,111.00.
. . . “Cooking is easy; doing dishes is the hard part.”  Fortune cookie
. . .“You can cut all the flowers, but you cannot keep spring from coming!”  Pablo Neruda
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. . . Saw Red Misha’s rehab to a Macy’s in the
current NCC Connection. I really like most of the
rehabs I see; many have been by him. I had to ask
Red why I couldn’t find a D56 Macy’s; I think he
was happy to inform me “you can’t find any Macy’s
as Dept. 56 didn’t make any, only me, lol, I’ve
done several!”- I’m pretty sure he was smiling. You
can find all his rehabs on his Facebook page ‘Villages by Red.’ Note: Linda and I should think about
trying a rehab. I’m an idea person and she’s artistic; it might work.



. . . Saw the new
logo for the California
Valley 56 Collectors;
Cheryl Folla helped
create it to represent
their “beautiful Sunny
California Central Valley.” She also embroidered the logo on
the club shirts. It is
so nice to see a club
making changes and
moving forward. Rosie Hurtado posted
these images on the
NCC Facebook page.
(I
couldn’t
decide
which
version
to
show; so I choose
both). Rosie finished
her post with “I think
it’s perfect! . . .
Thank you so much
Cheryl!! Yeay!!”



. . . I can’t find village-size snowplows anywhere.
Now I find a child with a small snow plow truck, ‘Clearing The Sidewalk.’ - Lemax 2021, Vail Village theme.
Info on page 2 if you don’t know about me and plows.
I could easily paint it orange; but the ‘Duck Duck Orange Truck’ lettering might be too small to read.
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. . . ‘Birthday Party At The Stanwicks’  I
think this would make a nice starting
point for a birthday vignette. All you’d have
to add is some kids having a good time. Also some grass, trees, bushes and maybe a
couple dogs. However it would be a bit fancy for my childhood neighborhood. Lemax
Caddington Village, 2019. Maybe a parent or
two; and some white fences. Oh, a clown!

. . . If you have any idea why I put what where in this column, please let me know; I have
no idea what I’m doing.
. . . I’m going to take a good look at ‘First-Years Harry and Ron.’ I didn’t realize the lantern lit up; seeing it ‘plugged in’ really drew my interest. The piece is Harry and Ron, as
first year students, riding in a small wooden dinghy, finding their way to Hogwarts. I’m betting they’re leaving ‘The Boathouse.’ Both pieces are D56 Harry Potter 2021 introductions.
(I have an image, but the lantern doesn’t show ‘lit’ so . . .). Note: Must have seen it with
Ms. Lit Town on Dept. 56 Facebook Live.
. . . “All that we are arises with our thoughts.”  Fortune cookie
. . . The D56 Original Snow Village ‘Grand Ole Opry Carolers’ would be with us if it wasn’t
big and shiny. I remember (thanks to Richard Puckett) the musicians look like: on guitar,
Hank Williams; singing, Patsy Cline; and fiddle, Eddy Arnold. Sometimes I wish I wasn’t so
fussy. We’ve been to the Grand Ole Opry; Ryman Auditorium and the new version. We like
‘memory’ things.
. . . Thomas Kinkade’s ‘Sparkle of the Season’ - three lanterns for the Christmas season. I
found the ad in this Sunday’s newspaper. This is March right? Ok, then I found out it was
just the opportunity to reserve a set for next season; but still. . . .
. . . The container ship ‘Ever Green’ was stuck in the Suez Canal. Its 1,312 feet long. The
‘Paul R. Tregurtha,’ 1,013 feet long, sails the Great Lakes. She sails by on Lake Superior; a
mile down the hill from our house. I found this interesting - just so you know!
. . . I asked about Pine Isles? Dept. 56 answered me “The line is no longer being produced. Sorry.” It was November 2006. I still miss the Pine Isles people.
. . . “Imagination grows by exercise, and contrary to popular belief, is more powerful in the
mature than in the young.”  W. Somerset Maugham
. . . Village D-Lights, JSYK, August/September 2005 – ‘Question – Why does it say “Not microwave safe” on the bottom of our new Dept. 56 Twirling Tea Cups?’
. . . . No subscription expiration date on my latest Village D-Lights mailing label. How
do I know when to pay the bill? – Yes, I called 1-800-765-1690.
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. . .‘Tutto Bene,’ pizzeria restaurant. I was trying to decide which of these images
to use; then I began to notice differences, i.e., counter people (number, position, gender), ceiling fan, Pauletta’s Pizzeria sign, and coloring. From Enchanted
Forest. ‘Tutto Bene,’ translation, ‘everything good.’

. . . “All happiness is in the mind”  Fortune cookie

. . . Looking to hide
light cords, battery
packs, etc., we sometimes use plastic
canvas. It cuts easy
to size, can be painted any color, and is
inexpensive. That’s it
in grey on the right
side of the image.

. . . “Thanks David. Another fun issue! - Take Care”  March 17, Barb
. . . “Another wonderful JSYK from Minnesota! You are the ‘Voice from the North’! And
a reputable one!”  March 17, Robin

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.
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