. . . Abbreviations (I use): NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC –
The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights  D56 – Department 56  VN or VNCC – Village North
Collectors Club – See more abbreviations on last page.
Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years. Find
information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs
in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI: Northern Lights Collectors Club, Twin Cities, MN, Debbie Oehme, debo4x4@hotmail.com  Village North Collectors Club, Duluth MN/Superior, WI, Adelaide
Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  City Lights, Mankato, MN, Mary Zellmer, mzellmer@hickorytech.net 
D56 Builders and Treasurers, Janesville, Beloit WI/Rockford, IL, Charlene Swansboro.
. . . Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village. Thanks to the people who have offered
suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??
. . . Dates of note: October 31, Halloween  November 5, Dept. 56 Retirements  November 7,
Daylight Savings Time ends  November 11, Veterans Day  November 25, Thanksgiving  December
21, Winter begins  December 25, Christmas Day - All, well most, offer vignette ideas/suggestions.
. . . Thursday, November 4, 2021 at 4 PM CDT – 4:30 PM CDT Dept. 56 Facebook Live with Ms. Lit
Town. Also scheduled for December 2.
. . . https://d56club.com/ - the location of a new Dept. 56 oriented forum. To me, forum is
now the name/style for an email group. I look at it as a source for village information; a place
to exchange ideas. I joined, ‘davidg’ is me.  I’ve posted messages, answered/asked a few
questions and added my image to the forum. Some of the nuance’s still have me a bit confused;
but I’ll get it (and they have help available). Stop by and say ‘Hi!’ to ‘davidg.’
. . . Oktoberfest is the subject of the ‘Coach is Here’ in The Village Collector - by Bill Channell.  In
‘Show Your Village,’ Jim Peters’ new column says “We’re going to do this together!” I now feel I may
be able to do a video.  You can also
visit past issues of ‘Hauntsville’ and
‘Dickensville’ by Larry Treadwell. Larry is moving and new displays just
miss new displays and words.  ‘The
aren’t possible this year. We will all
Train Station’ by Brian Vaill new offering; ‘The Train Man.’  You can
also find past ‘Just so you know!’ columns on the site.  Thea Heyink is now on TVC with her "How
To" projects; a whole bunch of them.  Welcome Phil & Sue Adkins, Northampton, England. They
have a new TVC column.

. . . I asked about Costco and Christmas village stuff last column; thanks to the several people
who told me they like the store, but Costco has no village pieces.
. . . https://d56club.com/ - the location of a new Dept. 56 oriented Forum.
. . . The Dept. 56 2021 Village Retirements will be announced November 5th; watch the internet.
. . . “David’s Private Shopping Village;” it’s on a sign, so it must be true – I have my own place(s)
to shop! I’m referencing the ‘The Coach Is Here’ by Bill Channell on The Village Collector web site (so
you know it’s true).
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. . . I’m looking forward to receiving
my Department 56 flag. It’s a replica of the flag that flew over D56
Headquarters in the nineties. We visited 1 Village Place several times;
I’m pretty sure I took a picture of
that flag.  It is being offered as a
limited-edition accessory gift to
those who join the D56 Club,
https://d56club.com/. This accessory
is made possible thanks to Department 56, who has granted an exclusive license to produce it with their
logo.  There will be at least one
member from each State and Province in the D56 Club Ambassador
Program. Their function is to spread
the good word about the D56 Club
and Forum.
Ambassador????
. . . Articles and club activities for the December/January ‘Club Connection’ are due December 1,
2021. The ’Club Connection’ is the National Council of 56 Clubs member’s online newsletter.
. . . I’m pretty sure I’ve seen more ‘arches’ used in displays this year. The first I remember ever
seeing were in our friends Lani and Mike’s displays. Our fellow Village North members featured the
arches several years ago. I tried them in a display; made the pieces too small/short. I badly misjudged them on how long they had to be to go ‘up, over and down.’ Arches look stupid if they are
shorter than the people going under them.

. . . Coordinates with the ’St. MaryLe-Bow,’ Dickens’ Village church. I’m
guessing the Dept. 56 ‘A True Cockney Couple’ should be seen coming
out of the church. When I first saw
them, I thought they were dancing;
it was surely the reason I looked at
them again. They look like a friendly
couple. Nice colors and a nice pose.
We can all use more of that in our
displays. It says they are “proud
working-class
people
of
EastLondon.” 2.4 inches. 2019.

. . . Billy and Sharon Edwards said, “Our Unofficial Celebrate the 45th Anniversary of Dept-56 and
Snow Village covered 3,193 miles through 10 states. We visited several dealers including several
Platinum dealers. We visited several D56 related places like the original One Village Place, the new
D56 headquarters, St. Paul's Cathedral, Bachman's Homestead, Mickey's Diner, the Lowell Inn, the
Carriage House, and the Little Brown Church in the Vale.” The day to day history of their journey is
available on the NCC Facebook Page. Sure hope the NCC puts them all together in some sort of storybook form. Billy and Sharon even provided a nice variety of pictures to accent the words.
. . . On package of Christmas lights: “For indoor or outdoor use only”
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. . . ‘An Inspiring Book,’ (l)
D56, DV, 2020; and ‘A Christmas Break,’ (r) have something in common – a book!
Linda is an avid reader; been
thinking we could be adding
pieces like these in her honor.
Note: I believe she no longer
owns these dresses (or hats).

. . . Why/how come I didn’t know about Lemax ‘Winter Glen’ exclusives available from Dillards Department Stores? Mr. and Mrs. Dillard is a lovely couple we met at several Dept. 56 gatherings. We
may have shared breakfast or lunch. Did I never know about Winter Glen, or did I just forget? There
are no Dillard’s within a couple states of here; I don’t believe I’ve ever shopped at Dillard’s. Note:
Linda says she has, in Atlanta.  My memory even says something about sending him a picture I had
taken; it was of him and Richard Puckett at a gathering. It was by request.
. . . Dept. 56 items are seen in the December issue of ‘Classic Toy Trains.’ I understand the CTT
online version is now available to subscribers. I’ll have to wait until it arrives in book stores. That’s
OK; it gives me something to look forward to. Remember, some of the other model railroad magazines frequently show Christmas villages in the next couple issues. Keep a look out.
. . . ‘The D56 Club’ is now “taking orders for their fabulous new Brooklin Model, ‘Santa’s Jeep &
Toy Trailer.’ Our Jeep has been modified from the earlier Brooklin model to include new chrome
trim, a trailer hitch, and a removable pendant. This Jeep also comes with a Jolly Santa figure. Add to
this offering, a brand-new trailer filled with toys, a combination never been done before that should
be highly collectible. This of course will be a Limited-Edition numbered offering. Please remember
that this offering includes two models (Jeep & Trailer)” $328.00 – To see a picture, and order, go to
https://d56club.com/thread/178/santas-jeep-trailer-ready-order
. . . The following are answers to several questions we received about Linda and me: We do our
own backgrounds, foregrounds, trees, water, waterfalls, tunnels, mountains and other smaller
items. We conducted seminars at the Minnesota Gatherings in 2002 and 2008, Green Bay 2006,
Chicago 2012, Connecticut 2013 and California in 2015.  Thanks for asking.
. . . Plastic gift cards from any store would make good signs for a village display. We’ve also used
expired credit cards from most anywhere – I just picked up a gift card at Pizza Hut. Maybe not for
Dickens’, but other villages would be fine.

. . . Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland – Frankenmuth, MI – ‘World’s largest Christmas
Store.’ I don’t remember it being this physically big. We must have gone in the back door. Of
course we haven’t been there for several years; and it was only two visits. I was just amazed
when I saw this image on their web site.
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. . . Street signs, figures, carnival pieces
from www.christmasvillagecreations.com
“All items are made from durable resin
and are created on request. These are
then hand-painted with acute attention to
detail.” This is a new company to me,
looks like they are in the United Kingdom.
Not a big selection, but the signs look
well done. They say their products are
scaled with Lemax and Dept. 56, to fit
with our current village items. I like this
‘Outside Bar Set.’ Not sure where it would
go in a display, but then that is a fun
problem to have. Note: The name on the
top of the bar can be changed.

. . . I must talk too much about pizza. Now I’m being sent ‘pizza art.’ Should I be saying thanks?

. . . Left - I think it’s
a good thing; Linda
and I both like this
Lemax Caddington
Village
accessory
called ‘The Kiss.’
Saw this image in a
display by Wilma
Williams on Facebook.
 Right – We like
this couple as well.
Can anyone ID this
accessory for me?
. . . All introductions for Christmas village, Classic Brands, and other village pieces will be posted in
mid-January on www.dept56.com. Per Ms. Lit Town, NCC Club Connection, Oct/Nov 2021. The
Dept. 56 sales force and retailers will see the introductions in early January.
. . . We began a journal in 1997. It lists the people who visited our village displays during each
Christmas season. It included names from; VNCC, a Turn II Dance Class, a Cub Scout Den, a Comm
Ed. Display class; plus many family, friends and neighbors. It was fun looking back – more later.
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. . . I didn’t even know I needed a ladder, now
I think I want one. Saw this while scanning

https://www.treefrogtreasures.com/. It is
from HLT Miniatures, 1:32 scale, ‘White
Metal Extending Ladder,’ 10.75 inches tall
(when fully extended).

. . . ‘Bench Figures,’ not
the name I would have
chosen. I really appreciate
the different activity, i.e.,
natural play, mother and
child interaction; it is just
a nice idea. I like it.
Lemax, Caddington Village, 2015. (H x W x D)
2.01 x 1.54 x 0.91 inches. In most pictures she
is sitting on a park bench.

. . . I’m sure the ‘Ski Patrol’ is required on our ski area. Active, bright, colorful, and
with a dog; should be easy to spot on the hill. The ad say those sticks in the picture
are his ski poles. (H x W x D) 3.07 x 1.77 x 1.97 inches. Lemax 2021 - The man
even has binoculars up to his eyes – the ‘white cross’ is worn by man and dog.

Q? Why these accessories?
. . . ‘One Santa Special Coming
Up!’ Dept. 56, NP, $50.00 Introduced January 2021 Set of Two.
Materials Zinc alloy, Porcelain,
Plastic 1.77 in H x 1.06 in W x
1.06 in L - North Pole Series
North Pole Polar Pizza New 2021

A. My pizza history?

. . . ‘Joining Forces’ Dept. 56,
CIC, 2021, 3.07 inches $30.00.
One
of
the
real-life
FAO
Schwartz soldiers, who greet visitors to the toy store, shows a
A. My military history?
youngster just the right way to
salute.

. . . ‘The Lakeside Collection’ catalog we recently received offered a couple of things I am interested in; at least to talk about. The ‘Wood Log Building Sets’ reminded me of the Lincoln Logs we had
as kids. Not sure how small you can make their log cabin, but if it is smaller than village size, it
could be a fun accessory in a display. Note: For ages 3 and up.  They also show ‘Christmas Gnome
Garden Stakes’ and ‘Lighted Village Stakes.’ They suggest these ‘lawn’ pieces be used in your yard
at Christmas. At our house they would be in the ‘snowbank’ pieces. https://www.lakeside.com/
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. . . Always looking for additions to our parade(s); especially uncommon accessories. Neither of these sets are ‘moving,’ so may have to use them at a ceremony or
???. On the left: I saw the piper, and friend, in a display by Andy Staniforth - Village
Addicts – Oct 15, 2021. Guessing they are Lemax or Luville (anyone know?).  The
‘Drummers Drumming,’ from DV, Dept. 56, new for 2021. The description says, “The
members of the Royal Corps of Drums traditionally use the side drum as a signaling
device in battle. Their distinctively colored uniforms help to make them stand out on
the battlefield.” 3.1 inches in height. We usually don’t have ‘battles’ in our displays, so
we’d have to find another ‘job’ for them.

. . . A day or two before I’d noticed
‘Christmas At The Farm.’ The 2017
Lemax barn was in a display on-line.
I really liked the angles of the building, the colors (and the shape). 
Today Linda said ‘Savers’ had a
house I should look at. It is now sitting right over there; ‘Christmas At
The Farm.’ $5.99, minus 20%. It
came complete with the Volume Control and Power Switch for all functions. Note: not sure why volume
control? It did have the 4.5V DC
power supply and switch. (No box).

. . . Additional abbreviations (I might use): AV – Alpine Village  CIC – Christmas In The City  DV Dickens’ Village  NEV – New England Village  NP – North Pole Village  SV – Original Snow Village.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You can
contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St., Duluth, MN
55811 or (218) 724-6148.

 2,463 is the number of words in this JSYK – not counting this line 
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